
Cyclones write a check 


City audit: Brooklyn, SI 
teams owed big bucks 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Apparently, the sweetheart 
deals weren’t sweet enough. 

Both the Brooklyn Cyclones and 
the Staten Island Yankees — teams 
that don’t pay rent on their city-built 
facilities if their attendance falters 
— have cooked the books to ensure 
that they pay even less to the city, 
two new reports show. 

In separate audits issued this 
week, city Comptroller William 
Thompson found that both the 
2001 New York-Penn League 
champion Cyclones and the 2002 
champion Yankees have routinely 
underpaid the city in rent, elec- 
tricity bills and other costs. 

The Yankees’ underpayments 
were far more egregious. Thomp- 
son found that the team did not re- 
imburse the city for more than 
$300,000 in electricity, short- 
changed the city out of $25,000 of 
its share of signage revenue, rang 
up almost $36,000 in late rent- 
payment fees, and have not repaid 
nearly $9,000 that the city over- 
paid the team in parking revenues. 

The team’s total debt was close 
to $400,000. The Yankees have 
recently paid $75,000 — but still 
contest the remainder. 


In the Cyclones’ case, the team 
failed to pay the city its share of 
rent it collects from retail estab- 
lishments on the Surf Avenue side 
of Keyspan Park, the $40 million 
beachfront edifice that the city 
built for the Cyclones’ exclusive 
use. The retail spaces are current- 
ly occupied by a bar and a pizze- 
ria. The city share of the rent is 
$49,300. 

The team also failed to pay 
$50,000 into a reserve fund for 
future renovations or improve- 
ments at Keyspan Park, a require- 
ment of the lease. An annual con- 
tribution of $25,000 is required, 
but the Cyclones have never 
made a payment. 

After seeing a preliminary au- 
dit earlier in the week, the Cy- 
clones cut a check to the city that 
covered its $87,500 debt in full 
— plus $29,783 against future 
charges. 

“The Brooklyn Cyclones do not 
owe the city any money, which 
was confirmed by the comptrol- 
ler’s office in today’s press re- 
lease,” Cyclones Senior Vice Pres- 
ident R.C. Reuteman said in a 
prepared statement. “The only is- 
sue in dispute relates to selecting 
the best method for tracking atten- 
See AUDIT on page 1 1 



New Cyclones mascot "Pee Wee" (right) with original mas- 
cot Sandy the Seagull at Keyspan Park Monday. 


Clones take 3 
from SI Yanks 

By Vince DiMiceli 

The Brooklyn Papers 

While the Yankees have dominated 
the Mets during inter-league play this 
year, the fortunes have been flipped 
down in the minor leagues. 

The Brooklyn Cyclones, a New York 
Mets affiliate, continued their domination of 
the Staten Island Yankees this week with 
wins Monday and Wednesday nights at 
Keyspan Park and Tuesday night across the 
Narrows — giving them six victories 
against the Baby Bombers in six tries this 
season. 

On Wednesday night, with two outs in 
the bottom of the ninth, shortstop David 
Reaver singled to left, scoring Travis Gar- 
cia, to give the Cyclones a 4-3 win and a 
sweep of the series. 

The hit bailed out closer Rober Paulk, 
who had the allowed the tying run to score 
in the eighth. Paulk, who retired the side in 
order in the ninth, picked up his first win of 
the season. He also has four saves. 

On Monday, four Brooklyn pitchers 
combined to shutout the Yankees 3-0, with 
starter Matthew Lindstrom striking out five 
over five and two thirds innings to earn the 

The right-hander was helped some by 
sloppy Yankee base running in the third 
when, after Tyson Hanish led off with a 
See SERIES on page 2 


Road to Nathan's through Jersey 


July 4 contest 
tryouts are 
a mouthful 

By John O’Connor 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Brian Seiken, the world pick- 
le-eating champ (2.5 pounds in 
5 minutes), stood in the sun- 
baked parking lot of the Molly 
Pitcher Travel Plaza off the 
New Jersey Turnpike last Fri- 
day, contemplating the best ap- 
proach to speed-eating hot dogs. 

He hoped to dispose of 16 dogs 
and buns in 12 minutes. 

The occasion was a qualifying 
contest for the Nathan’s Famous 
hot dog-eating championship, the 
Super Bowl of competitive eating, 



Two contestants in this year's hot dog-eating contest, "Crazy Legs" 
Conti and Eric "Badlands" Booker, at South Street Seaport Monday. 


4th of July fireworks 
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held every July 4 in Coney Island. 
In order to compete at Nathan’s 
you must first win one of 17 qual- 
ifiers, and so far Seiken, who lives 
in Midwood, and goes by the 
nickname “Beautiful Brian” (it 
was written on his baseball cap), 
had competed in three. 

“I failed to qualify last year,” he 
said, scratching his salt-and-pepper 
stubble, a pair of gold-rimmed re- 
flector sunglasses poised on the tip 
of his nose. “It’s hard on the body, 
believe me. I just did one last 
week, and if I come up short today 
I’ll have to try again on Monday.” 

But despite the rigors of com- 
peting (Seiken hinted that he 
might consume a bit more Maalox 


than the average person), he en- 
joys doing it. “I’m here just for the 
fun of it,” he said. 

Thanks in part to the growing 
popularity of the Nathan’s contest, 
eating competitions have popped 
up all around the country in the 
past few years. 

To name just a few, there are 
contests for hotdogs, ice cream, 
jalapeno peppers, hardboiled eggs, 
mayonnaise, oysters, matzo balls 
and even pan-seared cow brains. 
Fox TV and the Discovery Chan- 
nel have aired several contests, 
and there is now a governing body 
called the International Federation 
of Competitive Eating (IFOCE), 
which claims to have 3,000 eaters, 
or “gurgitators,” in its ranks and 
more than 150 events planned for 
the coming year. 

As one might imagine, gurgita- 
tors tend to be heavyset. Seiken 
See HOT DOGS on page 11 


Judge's 

victims 


Women paying 
price in scandal 

By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Gerald Garson has been 
accused of turning his judge’s 
chambers into a marketplace 
where divorce case litigants 
could proffer cash and cigars in 
exchange for a favorable ruling. 

While District Attorney Charles 
Hynes has taken on the task of 
prosecuting the case, the woman 
who led the DA’s office to Garson 
says her battle is far from over. 

Freida Hanimov, 34, who wore a 
wire for prosecutors while preg- 
nant, is still in the middle of the 
custody battle that prompted her to 
go to prosecutors. 

She said that while her case has 
been transferred to a new judge, 
she’s running out of cash. 

“I am broke, I don’t have a pen- 
ny,” said Hanimov, who just re- 
turned to work as a nurse in Mill 
Basin this week after giving birth 
to her fourth child in February. 

Her husband, a jeweler, was not 
ordered by Garson to pay alimony. 

Hanimov’s case is not unique. 



Sigal Levi outside court Monday. 


Dozens of women have come 
forward since Garson was caught 
on tape allegedly taking bribes to 
fix divorce cases. 

Also indicted in the scheme 
were lawyer Paul Siminovsky, who 
allegedly bribed Judge Garson on 
behalf of clients; Nissim Elmann, a 
businessman who allegedly bro- 
kered deals for Siminovsky; Court 
Officer Louis Salerno, who al- 
legedly assured that bribe cases 
were heard in Judge Garson’s 
court; and Avraham Levi, 48, a 
See WOMEN on page 13 


Judge-pick 

challengers 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Working Families Party 
threw down the gauntlet this 
week — or gavel as it were — 
announcing it would screen 
and run its own candidates for 
the bench against the Brooklyn 
Democrats. 

“Everybody knows that we’re in 
a judicial crisis,” said Working 
Families Party co-chair Bertha 


Lewis on Tuesday in a rally outside 
Brooklyn Supreme Court. “The 
process of selecting judges is really 

“What we’re trying to do here is 
offer an honest alternative,” said 
Dan Cantor, executive director of 
the Working Families Party. “Voters 
can be assured that anyone who is 
on Row E, the Working Families 
Party line, is independent.” 

Working Families Party leaders 
See JUDGE-PICK on page 13 




Ikea plan divides Red Hook 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The plan to build a massive 
Ikea home furnishings store in 
Red Hook has divided the com- 
munity into two factions — those 
who welcome the store for the 
many hundreds of jobs it will 
bring and those who deride the 
amount of traffic the big box 


store will bring to a relatively 
quiet neighborhood. 

On the one side are a growing num- 
ber of civic associations in Red Hook 
and surrounding communities, who ar- 
gue that proposed box stores will clog 
Red Hook and neighboring communi- 
ties with traffic. These activists — the 
most vocal of whom is John McGet- 
trick, co-chairman of the Red Hook 


Civic Association — have also said 
that the community’s primary need is 
for more housing since it is currently 
home to only about 1 1 ,000 people. 

On the other side are activists, 
largely from the lower income Red 
Hook Houses, who point to the neigh- 
borhood’s inordinate poverty and 
above-average unemployment rate. 

“The excitement is really over the 
jobs because that’s the big problem 


we have with the Red Hook Houses 
East and West,” said Dorothy Shields, 
president of the Red Hook Houses 
East Tenants Association and a 45- 
year Red Hook resident. “So many 
people need jobs.” 

Ikea is promising to hire locally for 
its 500 to 600 permanent jobs, which 
offer health benefits and tuition reim- 
bursements for all full-time and part- 
See IKEA on page'll 


BHA: More voices 
on Park needed 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Members of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association voiced concerns this week 
that the next phase of the planning and 
design for Brooklyn Bridge Park was 
lacking in opportunities for communi- 
ty input. 

“The procedure that they’re following is 
not designed to have the same sort of public 
comment that we are used to either in the 


park’s design process or ULURP [Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure],” Deirdre Car- 
son, a former president of the BHA who cur- 
rently chairs its Brooklyn Bridge Park com- 
mittee, told The Brooklyn Papers this week 
Representatives of the BHA made their 
comments to members of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corporation 
(BBPDC) and their consultants on June 26 
at a public meeting in preparation of an En- 
vironmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
See BHA on page 10 


Lightened-up 

Borough President Marty Markowitz (left) brought his month-long "Lighten Up Brooklyn" 
campaign to a close Sunday at the Coney Island boardwalk. This year's program empha- 
sized fitness to get a beach-friendly bod, and Markowitz joined the Figments dance ensem- 
ble and a giant Angelica (of TV's Rugrats) for the final workout. 


Safety GAP 

Members of Transportation Alternatives gather signatures 
in front of the Central Library at Grand Army Plaza Satur- 
day for a petition demanding that the Department of 
Transportation make the crossing on Flatbush Avenue be- 
tween Prospect Park and the library safer for pedestrians. 


Popular eateries busted for tax fraud 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A state tax investigation into 
illicit under-the-table payments 
for catered parties has led to 
several well-known Brooklyn 
dining establishments, in Carroll 


Gardens, Bay Ridge and Fulton 
Ferry. 

Investigators from District Attor- 
ney Charles Hynes’ office walked 
into Marco Polo Ristorante, on the 
comer of Court and President 
streets, on June 25, and seized nine 
boxes of files, a cash register and 


two computers, according to reports. 

In all, 23 restaurants were raided 
or are under investigation in Brook- 
lyn, suspected of tax evasion, includ- 
ing Pete’s Downtown Restaurant, on 
Old Fulton Street at Water Street, 
and Pazzo Restaurant, on the comer 
of Fourth Avenue and 100th Street 


in Bay Ridge. 

Marco Polo, Pazzo and Pete’s 
Downtown stood out among the 
Brooklyn dining spots under investi- 
gation as the few non-Russian-owned 
business targeted. Both Marco Polo 
and Pete’s Downtown are frequented 
See EATERIES on page 11 
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Sandy’s found a new friend 


The Brooklyn Papers 

On Sunday night, the 
Cyclones introduced a new 
mascot — Pee Wee — a 
slimmed-down version of 
Sandy the Seagull who was 
hatched from an egg found 
by Sandy earlier this year. 

The new fan favorite wears 
its Cyclones cap (with propeller 
spinning wildly atop it) back- 
wards, has red shorts and blue 
high-top sneakers, which are 
probably much more comfort- 
able and easier on the feet then 
Sandy’s beach sandals. It is not 
yet known who left Pee Wee 
— named for Brooklyn 
Dodgers captain Pee Wee 
Reese — for Sandy to find, but 


we’re pretty sure the General, 
the famous rooster of Grand 
Army Plaza, had something to 
do with it — Vince DiMiceli 

Don’t cork it 

Rookie Ryan Harvey does- 
n’t miss the ping, but he does 
miss the pop. 

The 23 -year-old Californ- 
ian joined the Cyclones hav- 
ing never used a wooden bat 
in his entire career — not in 
Little League, not in Babe 
Ruth, not in high school and 
not in college. In his senior 
year at the University of Cati- 
fomia-Riverside, he hit .411 
with nine homers, thanks in 
part to his metallic wand. 

But wood is the only materi- 
al you can bring to the batters 



s 


box in professional baseball. 
The first week of the season 
saw Harvey struggling to adjust. 

“You can’t let yourself get 
beat with wood like you can 
with aluminum,” he said. “And 
the wood bat has a much small- 
er sweet spot.” That was clear 
from Harvey’s first hit as a Cy- 
clone: He broke his bat. 


“But my second hit had 
such a great sound,” he said. 
“I don’t miss the ‘ping’ of an 
aluminum bat at all.” 

After a slow start, Harvey 
is now batting .259. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 

Free-for-all 

By now, everyone knows 
that Brooklyn Papers sports 
columnist Ed Shakespeare’s 
book about the Cyclones’ first 
season, “When Baseball Re- 
turned to Brooklyn,” has been 
difficult to find at your local 
book store, despite the fact 
that it is available at Ama- 
zon.com, with a direct link 
from our very own Web site 
(www.brooklynpapers.com). 

But what about those people 


— especially those who sit 
with or near Shakespeare be- 
hind the Cyclones dugout at 
just about every home game — 
who don’t have access to the 
Internet, and, quite possibly, 
don’t want to pay full price. 

That scenario played out 
right before our eyes prior to a 
game last week, when a 
friendly fan screamed the fol- 
lowing toward a busily report- 
ing Shakespeare from the 
stands: 

“Hey Shakespeare!” the fan 
yelled. “What do I gotta pay 
you to get a free copy of your 
book!?!” —DiMiceli 

Alumni News 

Although no Cyclone has 
ever pitched a no-hitter, three 


former Cyclone pitchers have 
felt at least part of the thrill of 
pitching a no-hit, no-run this 
year for the Port St. Lucie 
Mets, one of the Mets’ two 
full-season class-A teams. 

On May 9, former Cyclones 
pitchers Wayne Ough and 
Mike Cox combined to blank 
the Tampa Yankees, 5-0. A few 
weeks later, another former 
Cyclone, Ken Chenard, 
pitched five innings of no-hit 
ball only to be relieved by Cox, 
who got the save with two sim- 
ilarly stingy innings. (The 
game was only seven innings 
because it was part of a dou- 
bleheader, but it does officially 
count as a no-hitter.) 

— Kuntzman 


Oh, those darned Tri-City Wildcats 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

TVi-City 2 
Cyclones 1 

June 25 at Brooklyn 

The Clones’ five-game 
winning streak ended in a 
classic pitchers’ duel between 
Tri-City starter Derick Grigs- 
by (1-1) and Cyclone ace Matt 
Lindstrom, who left after five 
shutout innings (extending his 
scoreless innings streak to 12). 
Reliever Rafael Castro (0-1) 
took the loss, giving up two 
runs to the Valley Cats on a 


sixth-inning triple. The Cy- 
clones drew first blood in the 
second inning on Seth 
Pietsch’s team-leading third 
home run of the season. But 
the team would manage only 
four other hits the rest of the 
night (including a Pietsch dou- 
ble). Pietsch ended the game 
dramatically, just missing a 
two-out, two-run game-win- 
ning homer in the bottom of 
the ninth. 

His one-bounce throw from 
right field in the top of the in- 
ning gunned down a Valley 
Cat at the plate and kept the 
score at 2-1. 


TVi-City 5 
Cyclones 1 

June 26 at Brooklyn 

The Cyclones took an early 
lead in the second inning 
when Tony Piazza — the 
catcher who’s not related to 
the Mets Mike Piazza — in 
his first at bat as a Cyclone, 
hit an RBI sacrifice fly, scor- 
ring Seth Pietsch, who led off 
the inning with a single. 

But that was all the Cy- 
clones would get as two Val- 
ley Cats strangled the home 
team. Greg Ramirez (0-1) 
took the loss. 


WHO’S A BUM! 

The Papers' Pick for Cyclones Player of the Week 



They’re calling him the 
“Oregon Peach.” 

Cyclones right-fielder Seth 
Pietsch ended the week slow 
(not playing in Tuesday night’s 
contest), but started fast, play- 
ing well even while the Clones 
were not, thus earning this 


week’s coveted award. 

Pietsch’s play against the 
Tri-City Wildcats on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, when he 
went 4-for-7, was a bright 
spot during a down time. On 
Friday, he helped finally tame 
the Cats with a successful sui- 
cide squeeze. 


First baseman Seth Pietsch has three homers on the season. 


Cyclones 4 
TVi-City 3 

June 27 at Brooklyn 

The Cyclones drew first 
blood again, with another sec- 
ond-inning Piazza sac fly. He 
hit another run-scoring sacri- 
fice in the fourth. In the sixth, 
after Tri-City had briefly taken 
the lead, Piazza led off with a 
triple. Pinch-runner Derran 
Watts scored on a groundout. 
Seth Pietsch plated Rashad 
Parker in the seventh on a 
safety squeeze. Three Cyclone 
pitchers — starter Shane 
Hawk (three innings), reliever 
Brian Bannister (who got the 
win and is 1-0) and closer 
Robert Paulk (third save) — 
muzzled the Valley Cats. 
Cyclones 6 
New Jersey 3 
June 28 at New Jersey (game 1) 
Cyclones 1 
New Jersey 0 
June 28 at New Jersey (game 2) 
In the first game, Brooklyn 
took an early lead in the sec- 
ond inning and kept on scor- 
ing, thanks to RBIs from 
Canadian Shawn Bowman, 
Rashad Parker, Tony Piazza, 
Ian Bladergroen and Jesus 
Linares. Starter Bob Keppel 
gave up three mns in the 
fourth, but relievers Javier 


The easiest way to 
get to this ride is our ride. 



We’ve always made it easy to get to Coney Island. 
Even though we’re rehabilitating Stillwell Ave. Station, 
this year will be no different. 


Weekends and holidays, May 24 to September 7. 

Here are two ways to help make your trip to Coney Island a little easier during 

the reconstruction of the Stillwell Avenue Station. 

BY TRAIN 

• The W train remains the only train going to the Stillwell Avenue Station. 
Transfers to the W can be made by F riders at 4 Ave.-9 St. Station. And Q 
riders at Atlantic Ave. -Pacific St. Station. 

TWO NEW FREE BEACH BUSES 

• F Beach Bus will mn non-stop between Avenue X (the last stop on the F 
train) and the Cyclone Roller Coaster between 8 AM and 1 1 PM. Bus runs 
every few minutes during peak travel hours. 

• Q Beach Bus will run non-stop between Sheepshead Bay (the next to last 
stop on the Q train) and the Cyclone Roller Coaster between 8 AM and 11 PM. 
Board at the front of the train for an easy connection to the beach bus. Bus 
mns every few minutes during peak travel hours. 

F and Q trains return to the Stillwell Avenue Station in the spring of 2004. 
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Ochoa and Carlos Muniz shut 
down the Cardinals. Piazza 
added an RBI in the seventh. 

In game two, Brooklyn 
again struck first when Parker 
singled on the first pitch, stole 
second, and was driven in by 
an Ian Bladergroen triple. 

That turned out to be the 
only run of the game, as 
Brooklyn pitchers Ryan Dan- 
ly, Taylor George, and Robert 
Paulk blanked the Cardinals. 
Paulk induced a double-play 
with the bases loaded in the 
bottom of ninth for his fourth 

George got the win because 


Danly pitched only four and 
two-thirds innings. 

New Jersey 1 
Brooklyn 0 

June 29 at Brooklyn 

Starter Tanner Osberg (0-1, 
1 .69 ERA) pitched well in de- 
feat, but Cardinal starter Josh 
Brey pitched even better, 
throwing six and two-thirds 
shutout innings. The Cyclones 
threatened several times. In the 
sixth, David Reaver, Ryan Har- 
vey, and Seth Pietsch hit con- 
secutive singles, loading the 
bases with one out. But Tony 
Piazza hit into a double-play. 



A Lotto cash 


Tony McQuade (far left) walks off with check for just $1 ,000 
after missing chance to win $1 million during contest spon- 
sored by New York Lottery at Keyspan Park Friday. 


SERIES ... 


Continued from page 1 
walk, Lindstrom picked him 
off with a quick throw over to 
first. Lindstrom then walked 
Andre Randolph, who was 
quickly thrown out trying to 
steal second with a perfect peg 
from catcher Yunir Garcia. 

Lindstrom stayed out of 
any trouble until the sixth 
when, after striking out Ran- 
dolph and inducing Yelky 
Cabrera to ground to third, he 
hit Alexander Santa with a 
pitch. After a visit from the 
Yankees trainer, Santa hob- 
bled down to first base, and 
then promptly stole second. 

Lindstrom then walked 
Hector Zamora, which brought 
out manager Tim Teufel who 
brought in right-hander Taylor 
George to pitch to Yankees 
clean-up hitter Edwar Gonza- 
lez. George caught Gonzalez 
looking at a fastball to end the 
inning and the threat. 

Meanwhile, Yankees starter 
Jeffrey Karstens was himself 
cruising, giving up just three 
hits over the first 4 and 2/3 in- 
nings, before the bottom fell 

With two out in the fifth, 
back-to-back doubles by Gar- 
cia and Rashad Parker brought 
home the first run of the 
game, before a single by last- 
minute replacement Corey 
Coles brought home the 
speedy Parker. Ian Blader- 
groen then doubled in Coles 
to plate the final Clones run, 
ending the night for Karstens, 
who was replaced by Adam 
Wheeler. 

Tim Worthington and Car- 
los Muniz combined to pitch 
the final two frames, securing 
the Cyclones win. 

On Tuesday, at the Ballpark 
at St. George, the change of 
venue did not change the fate 
of the Yankees, who fell 7-3 
when the Clones knocked a 
season-high 12 hits. 

But it was shoddy defense 
by the Yanks — particularly 
shortstop David Slevin — that 
caused their downfall. 

With the Cyclones up 2-1 
in the fifth, Rashad Parker 
worked a one-out walk, which 
brought up Ian Bladergroen. 
The first baseman grounded 
the ball behind second where 
Slevin booted what should 
have been an inning-ending 


double play. The official scor- 
er ruled it a hit, as Slevin did 
eventually throw late to first, 
but he couldn’t be so charita- 
ble on the next batted ball, 
which Slevin again booted, 
loading the bases. 

Up stepped catcher Tony 
Piazza, who grounded to third 
baseman Hector Zamora. 
Zamora charged the ball, 
catching it on the infield grass 
before unwisely — and awk- 
wardly — throwing toward 
second base in hopes of get- 
ting a double play. Instead, the 
ball went into centerfield, al- 
lowing two runs to score, and 
leaving Piazza at first and 
Whealy at third. The Clones’ 
final run of the inning scored 
on a perfectly executed double 
steal, with Whealy scoring as 
Piazza stole second. All told, 
the Cyclones scored three runs 
on one very questionable hit. 

Cyclones starter Greg 
Ramirez pitched well over 
four innings of work, striking 
out four while giving up just 
one hit and one run. He made 
way for Ivan Maldonado, who 
got his first five outs by way 
of the strikeout, earning him 
the win. 

Robert Paulk closed things 
out in the ninth, throwing just 
one pitch to earn his league- 
leading fifth save of the year. 

Notes 

Retired Met outfielder 
Brett Butler was on hand for 
Tuesday night’s game on Stat- 
en Island, where he coached 
first base, as was Floyd Ban- 
nister, former major league 
pitcher and father of Cyclone 
Brian Bannister . . . Two solo 
homers were hit in the friend- 
lier confines of the Ballpark at 
St. George Tuesday, as desig- 
nated hitter Stacy Bennett 
opened the scoring with a 
blast over the right field fence, 
and Ian Bladergroen knock- 
ed a mammoth shot over the 
right-centerfield wall in the 
seventh . . . The Yankees and 
Cyclones will play each other 
six more times this season, 
and Cyclones fans interested 
in visiting St. George to watch 
one of three remaining games 
there can do so easily, as the 
contests have not been selling 
out there. Approximately 
1,000 seats were available for 
Tuesday night’s game. 
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Pitching in 

T hey say you can’t tell the players without a scorecard, so 
last week, my esteemed colleague Ed Shakespeare provid- 
ed just that, profiling the position players who comprise 
this year’s gritty Cyclones team. 

But while big sticks and nifty defense may put the fannies in 
the seats and make for flashy newspaper columns, pitching is 
what wins ballgames. So with all due respect to Mr. Shakespeare, 
here’s a look at the starters and relievers who will keep the Cy- 
clones on top of the New York-Penn League this season (with 
comments from Brooklyn pitching coach Hector Berrios). 

The starters 


Brian Bannister, 22: Son of major league journeyman lefty 
Floyd Bannister, righty Brian was drafted by the Mets out of the 
University of Southern 
California in the sev- 
enth round this year. 

Don’t be deceived by 
his 6-5 record during 
his last year at USC. 

This Scottsdale, Ariz. 
native was the team’s 
No.-l starter and has 
already shown great 
poise in a Cyclones 
uniform, chalking up a 
win and a save in three 
outings (including 11 
strikeouts in just 8 1/3 
innings). 

The Brooklyn Con- 
nection: Bannister ad- 
mitted that his only tie 
to the borough of Kings 
were the old Brooklyn 
retirees in his mother’s 

“They told me every- 
thing I need to know 
about Brooklyn — like 
Nathan’s,” Bannister 
said. “Great hot dog.” 

Fun Fact: Brian is an amateur photographer specializing in 
sports and portrait photography! 

Berrios Bite: “This is a very mature pitcher who is veiy dominanL” 

Shane Hawk, 21: A fourth-round draft pick this year, this big, 
6-foot-4” lefty wants you to know that he’s not from Key West, 
Fla., despite what the Cyclones press office keeps claiming. He’s 
an Oklahoma native with a humble demeanor and a hard fastball. 

The Brooklyn Connection: None — except that some of 
Hawk’s teammates at Oklahoma State University were from 
Brooklyn. 

“I learned the accent, at least,” Hawk said. 

Frn Fact: Hawk’s favorite movie is the legendary Brooklyn ver- 
sion of “The Odyssey,” “The Warriors” ! “It’s a great film.” he said. 

Berrios Bite: “He’s had one impressive outing with great de- 
ception on his changeup. He really attacks hitters.” 



Cyclones hurler Matthew Lind- 
strom, one of the many promis- 
ing pitchers on this year's squad. 


Matthew Lindstrom, 23: Still a virgin when it comes to giving 
up mns, Lindstrom has now pitched 17 2/3 innings without allow- 
ing his opponents to score, good enough for a 2-0 record. He grew 
up in Rexburg, Idaho and graduated from Ricks Junior College be- 
fore being drafted in the 10th round in 2002. With the Cyclones, this 
6-foot-4 righty has shown a strong fastball and a nice changeup. 

The Brooklyn Connection: Lindstrom believes his great-grandfa- 
ther passed through Brooklyn when he emigrated from Sweden. 

Fun Fact: Matthew, a Mormon, speaks fluent Swedish, thanks 
to a two-year missionary trip to Sweden from 1999-2001 ! 

Berrios Bite: “He has overpowering stuff, with a 92-mph fast- 
ball and a good curve and slider.” 


Mateo Miramontes, 21: Another tall righty, Miramontes was 
drafted in the sixth round this year as a junior out of University 
of Nevada-Reno. In college, this California native pitched three 
two-hitters in a row, thanks to a stunning curve that, as Bob Dy- 
lan once said, “breaks just like a little girl.” 

“When I get that curve working, I’m very very effective,” he said. 
The Brooklyn Connection: Miramontes’ grandmother goes to 
church with die wife of the late Brooklyn Dodger Tom Seats, 
who played for the team in 1945. 

Fun Fact: Even before he was drafted by the Mets, Mateo 
rooted for his future team when he attended two games of the 
2000 World Series! “The Yankees are hateful,” he said. 

Berrios Bite: “He’s a big lanky guy, but your guess is as good 
as mine what he’ll do.” 


Tanner Osberg, 20: Briefly a Cyclone in 2002, this 6-foot-4” 
lefty is the spitfire of the rotation, with an aggressive approach to 
the game that comes from growing up playing hockey in Canada. 

“My father raised me to have that edge,” he said. But because 
his mother hated hockey, Osberg shifted to baseball. He’s recog- 
nizable on the bench, thanks to his thick silver braid-style chain 
and the curses scrawled on the inside of his baseball cap, which 
fire him up as he’s pitching. 

The Brooklyn Connection: Osberg believes he is the first 
member of his family to set foot in Brooklyn. 

Fun Fact: Tanner is learning guitar and wants to be in an al- 
ternative rock band! 

Berrios Bite: “He’ll challenge guys on the inside of the plate 
and has a great sinking fastball. His curve is already at the level 
of a major leaguer.” 

Greg Ramirez, 22: Another strapping righty out of California, 
Ramirez was a 22nd-round pick from Pepperdine. where he went 
9-3 with a 2.88 ERA his senior year. 

The Brooklyn Connection: None at all. Ramirez had never 
been east of Kansas until being drafted by the Mets. 

Fun Fact: Greg has won awards for his watercolor paintings! 

Berrios Bite: ‘T really don’t know what to expect!” 

Relievers 


Carlos Muniz, 22: A closer at California State University at 
Long Beach, the righty Muniz will be a setup man with the Cy- 
clones. His fastball, change and slider are so good, he says, that 
this 13th-round pick doesn’t even have a curve. 

The Brooklyn Connection: Muniz’s girlfriend is from Wash- 
ington Heights and, he believes, she has been to Brooklyn on 
several occasions. 

Fun Fact: When he’s not pitching, Carlos loves to go deep-sea 
fishing! His favorite fish is tuna! 

Berrios Bite: “He shows really good stuff, with a fastball 
down in the zone and a slider.” 


Javier Ochoa, 24: A former catcher in the Houston Astros or- 
ganization, Ochoa clearly likes his new role as a reliever. At press 
time, he had yet to give up a run in two appearances and had 
struck out six in 5 and 2/3 innings. 

The Brooklyn Connection: Ochoa’s agent lives in Manhattan 
and told him he’d love the people of Coney Island. 

Not-So-Fun Fact: Javier got that X-shaped scar on his fore- 
head, and the huge gash near his chin, when he fell of a roof in 
his native Venezuela trying to pick a guayaba off a high tree as a 
kid! That must be some damn good fruit! 

Berrios Bite: “He earned his way to the staff with a great 
spring and lots of consistency.” 

Robert Paulk, 22: All of 170 pounds when he’s dripping wet, 
Paulk is the baby-faced flamethrower who will be the Cyclones’ 
closer on the field and its spiritual center off the field. 

“I like living my life for the Lord,” he said. “I want to be the tight 
for these guys.” Paulk was drafted in the 24th round in 2002. but 
pitched very well in a half-season with the Clones last year. 

The Brooklyn Connection: “I like Brooklyn. There are more 
people in one block than there are in my entire hometown of 
Madison, Florida.” 

Fun Fact: When he’s not pitching, Robert enjoys hunting — 
and always eats what he kills! 

Berrios Bite: “He has a great curve and he throws lots of 
strikes. He’ll get a lot of saves for us.” 

Gersh Kuntzman also writes for the New York Post and 
Newsweek.com. His Web site is www.gersh.tv. 
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A seal called Gowanda 



By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Just call her “Gowanda.” 

The Gowanus Canal Com- 
munity Development Corpo- 
ration has officially bestowed 
a name to the 40-pound year- 
ling harp seal found swim- 
ming at the mouth of the 
Gowanus Canal in April. 

“We have seen the return of 
birds, fish and other marine 
life to the Gowanus Canal in 
recent years, and the presence 
of the seal only confirms that 
our efforts to improve the en- 
vironmental condition of the 
canal are paying off — and 
must continue,” said Jeanne 
DiLascio, executive director 
of the development corpora- 

Shortly after the seal was 
discovered, the development 
corporation launched a contest 
to name the aquatic mammal, 
the group’s de facto new mas- 
cot. The winning name was 
suggested by Susan O’Doher- 
ty, of Brooklyn Heights, who 
collected a $100 prize. 

An official ceremony to 
name the seal had not been 
scheduled by press time. 

On April 8, Gowanda 
jumped ashore in Red Hook 
on the land abutting the Port 
of New York Grain Elevator 
Terminal, where the Gowanus 
Canal flows into the Gowanus 
Bay. 

Sickly and fatigued, the 
seal was found by John 


Quadrozzi, president of the 
Gowanus Industrial Park, as it 
ate snow before it shimmied 
to the base of the huge silos at 
the elevator terminal. 

The Riverhead Foundation 
rescued the mammal and said 
it was suffering from dehy- 
dration, parasites and malnu- 
trition, not from the water but 
as a result of its seasonal 
molt, which left her vulnera- 
ble to the elements. 

Gowanda is expected to be 
returned to the wild in the 
coming weeks, a Riverhead 
Foundation spokesman told 


The Brooklyn Papers on 
Wednesday 

The discovery laid to rest 
the nagging question in Car- 
roll Gardens, Gowanus and 
Red Hook as to whether a seal 
could possibly have been seen 
in the canal two years ago. 

In March 2001, a Bay 
Ridge high school teacher 
claimed to have seen a seal 
swimming in the canal. Most 
doubted the assertion, believ- 
ing he actually saw a dog, but 
DiLascio offered a $100 boun- 
ty for anyone who could pro- 
vide evidence that a seal had 


ventured into the Gowanus. 

Quadrozzi and Brooklyn 
Papers photographer Tom 
Callan were awarded $100 
each by the Gowanus Canal 
Community Development 
Corporation for discovering 
and capturing the first picture 
of Gowanda. 

The development corpora- 
tion pointed to the discovery 
as a major victory after spend- 
ing years trying improve the 
environmental condition of the 
canal, once known as “Laven- 
der Lake,” for its polluted pur- 
plish hue. 


Tm doing it 
to get a j umpstart 
on my career." 
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diana@metropolitan.edu 



Transform -*Yburself and start earning your degree this September. 

At MCNY, we put your SSsSPat the center of the cu Jfclum. Our unique, integrated approach to learning lets you imme- 
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Water taxi 
returns 
this week 

By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

After almost a month of curbed service from Fulton Ferry 
Landing, New York Water Taxi will return with a splash. 

The ferry service is beefing up its fleet of three catamarans to 
six this summer, which will accelerate pickups and add a new 
route, to the west side of Manhattan. 

A recall on an engine part has forced New York Water Taxi 
since June 13 to suspend its morning and evening service from 
Fulton Ferry Landing, which runs from 6:30 am to 9:30 am and 
4 pm to 7 pm. The company has taken alternate boats out of the 
harbor in order to replace the part. 

Regular morning and evening service from Fulton Ferry Land- 
ing will return on Monday, July 7, and the company’s fourth boat, 
the John Keith — named for the late president of the Regional Plan 
Association — is expected to begin shuttling passengers, as well. 

The third week in July, the company is expecting the delivery 
of its fifth catamaran, the Schuyler Meyer, named for the former 
chairman of the Edwin Gould Foundation, who was a founding 
member of the state Council on Waterways. And in the last week 
of August a sixth boat, the Edward Rogowsky, is expected to join 
the fleet. 

Named for the former City Planning commissioner from 
Brooklyn, the water taxi will for the first time provide rush hour 
service from Pier 1 1 at Wall Street to the west side of Manhattan 
— with stops extending all the way to 69th Street, as well as at 
previous stops on its midday service — 44th, 23rd, Christopher 
and the World Financial Center — starting in September. 

The additional boats will also increase the frequency of mid- 
day service from every 45 minutes to every 30 minutes by the 
end of July. 

The original three boats were named for renowned waterfront 
activists including the late Brooklyn Heights resident and Com- 
munity Board 2 member Mary “Mickey” Murphy. The other two 
boats are named after Michael Mann, of Flatbush — former chair 
of the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater Club — and Kurt Berger, 
who served on the board of the West Side Waterfront Panel. 



Diabetes? 


Are you caught between these two health 
problems? Then you may qualify for Look AHEAD, 
a National Institutes of Health research project 
studying the long-term benefits of weight loss in 
people with type 2 diabetes. 

Physical exams, medical tests, and educational 
programs are provided at no cost to volunteers 
who qualify. 

For more information, call 

St. Luke’s-Roosevelt 

(212) 523-8037 


Your child is 

NO ANGEL. 



Angels don't need health coverage. Your 
HEALTH PLUS we offer you Child Health Plus; 
provides your child or teenager with FREE 
regardless of your financial situation. To find out 



child does. That's why at 
a New York State program that 
or low cost health coverage 
if your child qualifies, call 


HEALTH PLUS at 1-888-809-8009. 





Child Health 


Children are eligible for Child Health Plus offered by Health Plus if they: are under the age 
of 19; are not eligible for Medicaid and do not have equivalent health insurance; and live in 

Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens, Manhattan, or Staten Island. 


www.healthplus-ny.org 


Overweight? 
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Ed Weintrob / Distribution: from hand-to-hand to boxes 


When we began in 1978, as a 
newspaper for Downtown’s day- 
timers, most of our staff — edito- 
rial, production, advertising — 
would be at their distribution posts 
by 7:30 or 8 am. 

Some of us had just finished a 
virtual all-nighter, but with little or 
no sleep we cheerfully greeted our 
readers, office workers pouring out 
of the subways or off the buses 
and into the area’s buildings for 
the start of a new day. 

One distribution hot spot was 
outside 50 Court St., a Board of 
Education building, where a man- 


ager sought to banish us from the 
sidewalk in front of his entrance. 
The reason? On Thursdays, when 
The Paper came out, whole depart- 
ments were slow to start work; 
desk after desk sported an enthusi- 
astic reader and an open Paper. 

We also distributed door-to-door 
in buildings like Court Street’s 
classics — 16, 26, 32, 44 and 50. 

In 16 Court, a lawyer handed 
our staffer a note with the com- 
mand, “Give this to Weintrob.” 
The note was from Rubin Ferziger, 
a close childhood friend with 
whom I had fallen out of touch. 


We had gone 
through element- 
ary school and 
worked together 

lyn Times proj- 
ects during high 
school. 

As I was start- 
ing The Brook- 
lyn Paper in 26 Court, Rubin was 
opening a legal practice in 16. We 
renewed a friendship, and The Pa- 
per had found itself a lawyer. 

Over the years, The Paper’s dis- 


tribution system has undergone 
changes — from hand delivery on 
street comers and in front of office 
buildings, to home and office de- 
livery, to bulk drops in stores, to 
on-street news boxes. Each meth- 
od has its benefits and detractions. 

In Brownstone Brooklyn, for in- 
stance, people appear to dislike the 
weekly circular bags that are 
dumped, sometimes in inexplica- 
bly large quantities, in front of 
their doors by the Marketeer. 
While I think this is mostly be- 
cause the Marketeer is seen by 
Brownstoners as a waste of time 


(the package contains ads from dis- 
tant stores and no local editorial 
content), even home delivery of The 
Brooklyn Paper has had its critics. 

Over time, Brooklyn Paper 
home delivery was limited to new 
areas (as a means of introducing 
The Paper to people not yet famil- 
iar with it) and occasional promo- 
tions. Some publishers like to tout 
their home delivery percentages as 
proof of “total market coverage;” 
we’ve found it’s proof of nothing 
but “total market waste” which, ul- 
timately, is passed along in the 
form of cut-rate quality or higher 


ad rates. 

Our bulk-drop system, properly 
monitored, guarantees that virtual- 
ly every copy we print ends up in 
the hands of a willing recipient. 

Now, let’s talk news boxes. Use 
of on-the-street boxes are popular 
throughout the world; they, too, 
have both benefits and detractions. 

We limit box deployment to ar- 
eas where a sufficient number of 
Papers cannot be circulated in 
stores. We’ve never put boxes in 
unruly clusters, and we try to 
maintain our boxes and keep them 
in compliance with siting regula- 


tions. While fines for non-compli- 
ance with the new news box law 
can rightly be described as dracon- 
ian (they can exceed $500 per in- 
fraction), the enforcement agency 
appears willing, at this stage at least, 
to give publishers a fair chance to 
cure violations without penalty. 

Community leaders outraged by 
problem boxes should target the 
vandals who deface not only the 
boxes but other street property, as 
well. And they might take a moment 
to thank their community newspa- 
pers for providing an important 
service — for free — each week. 
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Tpace with High Ceilings and Oversize New Windows 

• 10,000 to 150,000 Build to Suit, T-1, T-3 Fiber Optic Telecommunications 
■ Great Light, Views, New Lobbies, Elevators, Systems 
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Chamber honors B'klyn buildings 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce honored 11 
recent construction proj- 
ects borough-wide, includ- 
ing several new additions 
to Downtown and Park 
Slope, at its third annual 
Building Brooklyn Awards. 

Among the 11 “outstand- 
ing” projects recognized by 
the chamber — representing 
more than $360 million in in- 
vestment — were the Donald 
F. and Mildred Topp Othmer 
Residence Hall at Polytechnic 
University, the new Brooklyn 
Tabernacle and the Prospect 
Park Audubon Center. 


Chamber President Kenneth 
Adams handed out the awards 
on June 19 along with City 
Planning Commissioner Dolly 
Williams, Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation President 
Andrew Alper and Hank Auf- 
farth, chairman of the cham- 
ber’s Business Attraction and 
Retention Council. 

“We’re making Brooklyn 
one of the greatest places to 
live and work,” Alper said. 

The winners were chosen 
from more than 100 submis- 
sions to a selection committee 
comprised of architects, devel- 
opers and city officials. 

The $45 million, 20-story 
Polytech residence hall at 6 
Metrotech Center was honored 


in the category of Residential 
Development for its contribu- 
tion to Downtown’s burgeon- 
ing, “24/7” environment. 

The building is home to 
400 students and the develop- 
ment worked with minority, 
women and locally owned 
businesses in the contracting 
and procurement process. It 
was designed by Davis Brody 
Bond Architects and built by 
JA Jones Construction Group. 

The $4.5 million renovation 
and restoration of the 1905 
Prospect Park Boathouse into 
the nation’s first urban 
Audubon center won in the 
Cultural Facility category. 

“It’s just a fantastic restora- 
tion of a very important build- 


ing,” Adams said. 

The building, designed by 
the Prospect Park Alliance, 
has attracted about 1,000 visi- 
tors a week since it opened in 
April 2002. 

Another Downtown Brook- 
lyn project honored by the 
chamber was the $39 million 
restoration of the former 1918 
Loews Metropolitan Theater 
at 17 Smith St. as the new 
home of the Brooklyn Taber- 
nacle. The tabernacle’s three 
Sunday services attract more 
than 3,500 people, many to 
hear the five-time Grammy 
Award-winning gospel choir. 

DUMBO’s Rice restaurant, 
which moved into a 19th-cen- 
tury brick building at 81 
Washington St., won in the 
category of Neighborhood Re- 
tail. Peter Lawrence and 
David Selig were the archi- 
tects and builders of the 
restaurant. 


The Gibb Mansion, at 218 
Gates Ave. in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant, which is owned 
by the Pratt Area Community 
Council and was designed by 
Beth Cooper Lawrence, was 
honored in the category of 
Residential/Non-profit. The 
1850s mansion was restored 
and connected to a newly con- 
structed four-story wing to 
create 71 studio apartments 
for low-income tenants and 
formerly homeless people liv- 
ing with HTV and AIDS. 

Also honored was Gilbert 
Ramirez Park, formerly known 
as McKibbon Park, in Wil- 
liamsburg; the Smith Gray 
Building in Williamsburg; the 
Gateway Center in East New 
York; the Kings Plaza Shop- 
ping Center near Mill Basin; 
Midwood’s Brooklyn College 
Library; and the Greenpoint 
Manufacturing and Design 
Center. 


SUMMER IN THE CITY 

Uee your trucks 
everywhere I go. 
What are you working 
on all the time? 


Computer heist 
at Slope school 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Berkeley-Carroll School, a kindergarten through 12th-grade 
private school on Lincoln Place between Seventh and Eighth av- 
enues, was robbed of 41 computers, six cameras and a film projector. 

Maintenance staff locked the building at 9 pm, on June 24, and 
when it was re-opened the next day, at 8 am, a janitor discovered the 
computers missing. 

The value of the stolen items was reported at more than $50,000. 
Police did not know, at press time, how the thief or thieves might 
have entered the building. 

A spokeswoman for Berkeley-Carroll said the computers were in- 
sured and would be replaced by September when the school year 
begins again for its 800 students. 

“We are greatly disappointed that we suffered this temporary set- 
back to our educational program,” said Mark Cromie, Berkeley-Car- 
roll’s associate head of school. “We are working with the local po- 
lice precinct and have confidence that the authorities will identify 
the perpetrators and prosecute them to the fullest extent of the law.” 

The school was not completely looted of its computers, however. 
Another computer lab in the building was left untouched. 

The building on Lincoln Place is currently being utilized for its 
summer arts program, for children between ages 8 and 14, which of- 
fers courses in dance, music, visual arts and creative writing. 

— Gallahue 



Con Edison continues to be recognized 
as the most reliable electric utility in the 
country. And there’s a reason for that. 


This year alone, we’re investing more 
than $500 million to reinforce our electric 
delivery system in NYC and Westchester. 
And we’re planning for the future. 


Over the next 5 years, we’ll spend more 
than $3 billion to upgrade our system. 


The men and women of Con Edison are 
at work 24/7 delivering the safe, reliable 
service you deserve. 


So when you see us on the street, 
we’re out there working for you. 


tE conEdison 

Keeping Cool | ON IT | conEd.com 


Getting it right... 

•In the June 23 edition, a quote attributed to William Muller, 
spokesman for the U.S. Attorney’s Office Eastern District, mis- 
takenly read that the office was looking into former Councilman 
Angel Rodriguez’s past votes. 

The article, headlined “Judge clips Angel’s wings,” should 
have read that Muller could neither confirm nor deny whether 
Rodriguez’s past votes were being investigated. 

•In the article headlined “Last call sounds Between Bridges,” 
in the June 23 edition, Shaya Boymelgreen was mistakenly identi- 
fied as Cara Development’s partner in the Light Bridges at Jay 
Street development in DUMBO. The project is a joint venture be- 
tween Cara Development and Jeffrey M. Brown Associates. 

We regret the errors. 

The Brooklyn Papers strives for accuracy, but sometimes mistakes are 
made. In such cases, readers are urged to contact Editor Neil Sloane at 
(718) 834-9350 ext. 119, by e-mail to Newsroom@BrooklynPapers.com, 
or by fax at (718) 834-9278. 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


KINGSBORO TEMPLE of 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

A Go to Heaven Fellowship 
41 5 7TH ST. • BROOKLYN, NY 1 1 21 5 
(718) 369-3534 • D.L Mcphuall, Pastor 

Divine Worship - Saturdays - 1 1 :00 am 
Pastor's Hour - Saturdays - 4:30 pm 
Youth Ministries - Saturdays - 5:30 pm 
Prayer Meeting - Wednesdays - 7:30 pm 
Men's Ministry - Tuesdays - 7:30 pm 

Website: kingsboroSDA.org 
Our Sabbath Service is live on the internet! 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Fri. nights 7:30 pm 

Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 R32 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 


638-6583 



Congregation BelhElotT^ 

| 

You are always welcome 
Friday Evenings 

Kabbalat Shabbat 6:45 p.m. 

First Friday service followed 
by Pot Luck supper 6:00 p.m. 

Regular Service 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 

Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Services 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 

PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 R41 


Union 

Temple 

Brooklyn's Oldest Reform Congregation 


638-7600 


Cong r eg a tion 
B'nai Jacob 

-L- Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th St. bet. 6/7 Aves 

832-1 266 
965-9836 

Rabbi Shimon Hecht 
Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 

Shabbat Sat.AM: 9:30 
CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 
www.parkslopeshul.org R34 
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Heights 

Taekwondo 

at Gold's Gym 
85 Livingston Si. 
Brooklyn Heights 
718-596-4653 


Fitness & Self-Defense 
# Cardio # 

Kicking & Punching 
Monday^-Wedncsday-Friday 
(Adult beginner through black belt J 

Free Introductory Lesson 

(Gold's membership not required) 

Present this coupon for 
one free month when you sign up 
for six months or more. 

Ask for Instructor Dave Few* or a Gold's Supervisor 


floMengxpre^ 


< 718 ) 797-0777 

Out of Town 1-800-819-5001 

Bring this coupon in for 
$3.00 OFF TO ANY AIRPORT 


- Safe - Fast - Comfortable - Reliable 


asSSfev 


Body>So 

- Full Service Salon - 

185 Atlantic Avenue 

bet. Court and Clinton Sts. 
Brooklyn Heights 
Call for appointment 

718-797-3062 • 718-797-3433 


***UnderNew*** 
Management Special 


difestyles-spa.com 



A Gallery of Hand-Crafted 
Artisanal Jewelry 
featuring the work of 
American and 
International Artists 



Jewelry as 
Unique as You J 


00 


STORE HOURS: 


News box law enforcement begins 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Enforcement of the 
city’s new law regulating 
the placement, size and 
maintenance of news boxes 
is underway, the Com- 
munity Board 6 trans- 
portation committee was 
told June 26, but some 
committee members com- 
plained that they hadn’t 
yet seen results. 

Regulated by the publishers 
themselves since 1984, news 
boxes are now required to stand 
at least five feet from street cor- 
ners and 15 feet from fire hy- 


drants. In addition, the new law 
states that the boxes can’t be 
chained to light poles or any 
other city property, but can be 
strung together. A litany of oth- 
er regulations, such as the size 
of the boxes and their upkeep, 
is also monitored. 

Keith Kalb, a spokesman for 
the Department of Transporta- 
tion (DOT), said complainants 
should expect to wait up to six 
weeks for problems to be cor- 
rected. After enforcement 
agents are dispatched, a notice 
of correction is issued to pub- 
lishers, who have 10 days to 
correct any problems. If the 
publisher doesn’t comply, a 


POLICE BLOTTER 

Randy runts 
raid retailer 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A quartet of saucy small fries 
were busted attempting to 
shoplift batteries, lighters and 
what was described as “all night 
long” supplements from a small 
grocery store on Smith Street. 

The delinquents entered the 
store, between Bergen and 
Wyckoff streets, at 1 pm on 
June 29. They proceeded to 
browse the aisles and then at- 
tempted to distract the propri- 
etor, according to police, as one 
of the boys tried to slip out the 
front door. The victim grabbed 
the T-shirt of one of the boys as 
his accomplices pushed the vic- 
tim and struck him in the face. 
The gang escaped but police 
caught up to them in a nearby 
subway station. 

Two 15 -year-old boys, one 
girl, also 15, and an 18-year-old 
man were arrested. 

Police recovered all the trap- 
pings of what may have been a 
romantic evening in the works, 
including three boxes of batter- 
es, 59 disposable lighters, the 
‘all night long” supplements 
and four boxes of Tylenol and 
two boxes of Alka-Seltzer. 

Bike thief 

A 34-year-old man's 2002 
Yamaha motorcycle vanished 
from the comer of Columbia 
Heights and Clark Street on June 
24. The victim parked his bike at 
1 am and returned an hour later 
to discover it was gone. 

Rule of law 

Two rule-breakers were ar- 
rested after they allegedly at- 
tempted to beat each other up 
with a measuring stick. 

Cops said the scuffle broke 
out at 11:45 am in an office on 
Jay Street at John Street, on 
June 26. The fight ended with 
the two men struggling over a 
ruler, police said. 

Snatcher loses 

A would-be purse-snatcher 
might want to pump iron before 
trying to grab more handbags. 

According to police, a 
diminutive delinquent grab a 
39-year-old woman’s purse on 
the comer of Clinton and Amity 
streets at 10:40 pm on June 27. 

The victim was shoved to the 
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ground but held on to her bag 
and the mugger — estimated to 
be about 5-foot-6 and 135 
pounds — gave up and fled. 

Batters ATM 

A burglar abused an ATM in 
a DUMBO restaurant but left its 
valuables untouched between 
1:30 am and 4 am on June 23 
on Washington Street, between 
Front and York streets. 

The burglar tore the ATM off 
the wall. Only $5 was reported 
stolen from the business. 

To Hall & back 

To get to Carnegie Hall takes 
practice, practice, practice — 
but it helps to have some wheels 
to get home. 

A 1995 Honda Accord disap- 
peared from its parking space as 
its owner spent the evening at the 
famed conceit hall on June 24. 

The victim, 79, had parked her 
car on Court Street, at the comer 
of Bergen Street, at about 4 pm 
and then proceeded to the sub- 
way for the rest of her trip. When 
she returned to her parking spot 
at midnight it was gone. 

Mountain jam 

A burglar broke into a wom- 
an’s home on Butler Street, be- 
tween Court and Smith streets, 
while she slept. 

The victim, 45, told police 
that between 12:35 am and 5:30 
am, on June 25, a prowler stole 
two mountain bikes from the 
basement. The bikes were val- 
ued at $350. 

Bully brawl 

A 12-year-old boy was set 
upon by three boys in the 
schoolyard of MS 142 on Hen- 
ry Street, between Second Place 
and Third Place, on June 25. 

According to police, at about 
2 pm, three bullies punched the 
boy and stole $2. 

Youth Officer Stephen For- 
syth, of the 76th Precinct, caught 
two 13-year-old suspects. A 
third is still being sought. 

Clinton burgle 

A burglar raided a home on 
Clinton Street, between Baltic 
and Kane streets, of 120 com- 
pact discs on June 30. 

The thief snuck into the 
apartment through a bedroom 
window between 4:30 pm and 
10 pm. 
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fine — ranging from $250 to 
$500 depending on the viola- 
tion — will be set at a later 
date. If the problems continue, 
the offending boxes can be re- 

Since the law went into ef- 
fect, 1,000 notices of correc- 
tion, and 5,000 infractions 
have been issued citywide, but 
only 312 violations charged, 
an indication, said Kalb, that 
most publishers are working 
in compliance with the new 
regulations. 

Kalb said that one notice of 
correction could contain mul- 
tiple infractions. 

“Most people are correcting 
their problems,” he said. 
“We’d like to have it so no- 
body has to make corrections. 
It would be great to have 
everybody in compliance.” 

“We’ve been asking for 
truck enforcement forever and 
a day,” said CB 6 transporta- 
tion committee member 
William Blum. “We don’t 
want to have to ask for this 
enforcement, too.” 

Brooklyn Papers President 
Ed Weintrob said he chose to 
remove two of his news boxes 
on Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, explaining that those lo- 
cations were prone to vandal- 
ism and accumulations of trash. 

“It has always been our po- 
sition — even before the law 
— that if a box is not well 


maintained it is a detriment 
not only to the community we 
seek to serve but to the reputa- 
tion of our newspapers,” said 
Weintrob. 

The Brooklyn Papers was is- 
sued a notice of correction last 
week because of the location of 
a box in Brooklyn Heights. 
That violation was promptly 
corrected, Weintrob said. 

“If people feel that it’s an 
obstruction, then we comply,” 
he said. “Of course, we’ll 
clean graffiti, but destruction 
of property should be a com- 
munity issue.” 

James Falcone of Park 
Slope distinguished between 
boxes that hold newspapers 
and those that dispense adver- 
tisements for real estate and 
adult education classes. He 
likened the latter boxes to a 


tion between a newspaper and 
the people who are advertising 
real estate and so forth,” he 
said. “I don’t think they should 
be there. A person cannot sell 
stuff in front of their house 
without getting permission.” 
But Anne Koenig, executive 
director of the DOT’S Division 
of Franchises, Concessions and 
Consents, explained at the CB6 
meeting that the First Amend- 
ment, which allows for both 
freedom of speech and of the 
press, bars such distinctions. 


“There are a lot of compro- 
mises in this legislation,” said 
Koenig. “The First Amendment 
is a very powerful force.” 

Roy Sloane, who lives and 
works in Cobble Hill, has many 
of the same complaints as Fal- 
cone but sees room for com- 
promise. A Cobble Hill resident 
since 1975, he, too, has noticed 
an upsurge in news boxes in his 
neighborhood over the past 
several years. 

“When they first started to 
appear, we got quite a few 
complaints about them,” said 


Sloane, 53, president of the 
Cobble Hill Association. “Our 
feeling is that they aren’t har- 
monious with the historical dis- 

Still. he believes that once 
the DOT’S system for regulat- 
ing news boxes is up to speed, 
most of the problems will be 
corrected swiftly. 

“I accepted [Koenig’s] ex- 
planation that this was a new 
thing.” said Sloane. “I thought 
for a beginning program that 
six weeks was not so bad at 
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News box rules begin 


CB6 panel eyes 
enforcement 

By Jotham Sederstrom 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Enforcement of the city’s new law 
regulating the placement, size and 
maintenance of news boxes is under- 
way, the Community Board 6 trans- 
portation committee was told June 26, 
but some committee members com- 
plained they hadn’t yet seen results. 

Regulated by the publishers themselves 
since 1984, news boxes are now required 
to stand at least five feet from street cor- 
ners and 15 feet from fire hydrants. In ad- 
dition, the new law states that the boxes 
can’t be chained to light poles or any oth- 
er city property, but can be strung togeth- 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man returned to his Prospect 
Park South home Thursday after- 
noon to find his roommate lying shot 
to death in their bathtub. 

The victim, Reginald Laguerre, 25, of 
499 Ocean Ave. at Church Avenue, was 
declared dead on the scene. 

The roommate made the grisly discov- 
ery at 3:30 pm on June 26. He told police 
he found Laguerre face up in the bathtub 


er. A litany of other regulations, such as 
the size of the boxes and their upkeep, is 
also monitored. 

Keith Kalb, a spokesman for the De- 
partment of Transportation (DOT), said 
complainants should expect to wait up to 
six weeks for problems to be corrected. 
After enforcement agents are dispatched, 
a notice of correction is issued to publish- 
ers, who have 10 days to correct any prob- 
lems. If the publisher doesn’t comply, a 
fine — ranging from $250 to $500 de- 
pending on the violation — will be set at 
a later date. If the problems continue, the 
offending boxes can be removed. 

Since the law went into effect, 1,000 
notices of correction, and 5,000 infrac- 
tions have been issued citywidc, but only 
312 violations charged, an indication, said 
Kalb, that most publishers are working in 
compliance with the new regulations. 

Kalb said that one notice of correction 


with gunshot wounds to his chest and tor- 

Hours later, shortly before 9 pm, police 
arrested Terrance James, 41, as a suspect 
in the shooting. 

Police said James, who ran when ap- 
proached by police, was caught after a 
foot pursuit on Caton Avenue at East 16th 
Street. He and Laguerre had been in a dis- 
pute over jewelry, according to police. 

Police charged James with second-de- 
gree murder and criminal possession of a 
weapon. 


could contain multiple infractions. 

“Most people are correcting their prob- 
lems,” he said. “We’d like to have it so no- 
body has to make corrections. It would be 
great to have everybody in compliance.” 
“We’ve been asking for truck enforce- 
ment forever and a day,” said CB 6 trans- 
portation committee member William 
Blum. “We don’t want to have to ask for 
this enforcement, too.” 

Brooklyn Papers President Ed Weintrob 
said he chose to remove two of his news 
boxes on Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
explaining that those locations were prone 
to vandalism and accumulations of trash. 

“It has always been our position — even 
before the law — that if a box is not well 
maintained it is a detriment not only to the 
community we seek to serve but to the rep- 
utation of our newspapers,” said Weintrob. 

“If people feel that it’s an obstruction, 
then we comply,” he said. “Of course, 
we’ll clean graffiti, bit destruction of prop- 
erty should be a community issue.” 

James Falcone, who lives on Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, said that in the past four years 
the boxes have spread in his neighborhood 
like weeds. Some are emptied, with their 
contents piled nearby. Others, he said, end 
up stranded on crosswalks. 

“It started at one or two, and all of a sud- 
den there are 12,” said Falcone. “Vety rarely 
you find the things tipped over, but often you 
find the papers all over the street. If the thing 
is a hazard and in the crosswalk, what are 
they waiting for, for it to tangle with traffic? 
I believe that it should be done quicker.” 
Still, like many others interviewed, Fal- 
cone distinguished between boxes that 
hold newspapers and those that dispense 
advertisements for real estate and adult ed- 
ucation classes. He likened the latter box- 
es to a hot dog vendor or coffee cart. 
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Out the 
back door 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An employee of an office 
supplies store on Fourth Av- 
enue, between Third and Fourth 
streets, was arrested on charges 
of passing computers and 
equipment through a back door. 

According to police, the 37- 
year-old suspect partook in his 
back door, black market shenani- 
gans on June 26 and June 27, at 
12:45 pm and 2 pm, respectively 
The suspect allegedly handed 
$3,200 in computer equipment to 
an unknown accomplice. 

Police arrested the staffer 
while on the job June 30. 

Air con 

Days earlier, employees of a 
restaurant on Seventh Avenue 
between 11th and 12th streets, 
had gotten into an argument 
with a man hired to install theft- 
air conditioner. In the course of 
the row, the installer allegedly 
threatened to ime back and rip 
the system out. 

Idle threat or not, when em- 
ployees arrived at the business, at 
6 am on June 27, to find the unit 
yanked out and $2,940 allegedly 
stolen from the restaurant, theft- 
suspicions were piqued. 

According to police, the bur- 
glar smashed the cash register, 
cracked the safe and ran off 



with a Sony Vaio laptop in ad- 
dition to the cash. 

Police are investigating. 

Gym rat 

Someone broke into a 
woman’s locker while she exer- 
cised at a fitness center on Flat- 
bush Avenue at Sterling Place 
on June 24. 

As the victim, 33, worked 
out, between 12:35 pm and 
2:30 pm, the cubby-robber 
walked off with $80, credit 
cards, keys and jewelry. 

Late report 

A man’s 1988 Honda Civic 
disappeared from its parking 
space on Eighth Street, between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
sometime between 6 pm on June 
22 and 7 pm on June 26. 

The victim, 57, decided to 
spend a couple of days scour- 
ing the neighborhood for the 
vehicle and collecting its paper- 
work before reporting it stolen 
on June 28. 

Techie burglar 

A burglar broke into a pair of 
apartments in a building on Sev- 
enth Avenue, between Second 
and Third streets, on June 24, 
while the victims were at work. 

The thief entered the building 
through a bathroom skylight, po- 
lice said, and robbed a 27-year- 
old woman’s home of a $600 
Macintosh computer, sometime 
between 9 am and 7:30 pm. He 
then burgled a neighbor, 28, tak- 
ing off with miscellaneous com- 
puter equipmenl 

Guest check 

A check disappeared from a 
woman’s home on Eighth Av- 
enue, between Berkeley Place 
and Union Street, after she 
hosted a party on June 16. The 
woman, 53, told police the 
unidentified party-pooper must 
have taken a blank check and 
forged and cashed it to the tune 
of $4,450. 
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Prospect Zoo spared ax 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn may be short 
four firehouses but the bor- 
ough will get to keep its 
Hamadryas baboons. 

In the $44 billion budget 
hashed out by the City Council 
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
announced on June 25, the city 
restored $4.8 million for operat- 
ing expenses to the Queens and 
Prospect Park zoos, at which a 
highlight are the baboons. 

Bloomberg had threatened 
to cut the entire $5.8 milli on in 
city funding to both zoos last 
April. During negotiations 


with the council $4.8 million 
was restored for Fiscal Year 
2004. The remaining $1 mil- 
lion gap will be closed through 
a reduction in expenses, ac- 
cording to the Wildlife Con- 
servation Society, which mns 
the zoos, as well as the Bronx 
Zoo and the New York Aquar- 
ium in Coney Island. 

‘Tm very happy we were 
able to find enough savings to 
keep the Prospect Park Zoo 
open,” said Park Slope Coun- 
cilman Bill DeBlasio. “It’s an 
important cultural institution 
for the children of Brooklyn.” 

“New Yorkers rallied be- 
hind their zoos,” said Wildlife 


Conservation Society spokes- 
man John Calvelli in a state- 
ment. “We thank all of them, 
and of course, thank the may- 
or, the speaker, and the City 
Council for their actions.” 

In Brooklyn Heights, Coun- 
cilman David Yassky announc- 
ed an additional $200,000 of 
funding for interim uses, such 
as a temporary greenway or a 
soccer field for what will be- 
come Brooklyn Bridge Park, a 
planned commercial and 
recreational development be- 
tween Jay Street and Atlantic 
Avenue along the waterfront. 

“[Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
velopment Corporation] has 
been spending their capital 
budget on the Environmental 
Impact Statement and paying a 
design team,” Yassky said. “And 
I want to see some more con- 
crete progress on the park. So 
this was additional funding to 
actually get started on the work” 
Fort Greene Councilman 


James Davis happily pointed 
to restorations to the cultural 
institutions in his district, 
which included millions to 
capital projects underway at 
the Brooklyn Public Library, 
Children’s Museum, Botanic 
Garden and Academy of Mu- 
sic in addition to restorations 
to their operating budgets. 

“We were able to deliver for 
the district. This put to rest any 
doubts about James Davis de- 
livering to his cultural institu- 
tions — the numbers back me 
up,” Davis said in a reference 
to a claim by Anthony Her- 
bert, who will challenge Davis 
in a primary this September, 
that the councilman’s public 
feuds with Council Speaker 
Gifford Miller limited his abil- 
ity to represent the district. 

Projected cuts to BAM’s 
operating budget amounted to 
35 percent, which were nar- 
rowed in negotiations with the 
city council to 13.7 percent, 
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By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

As the doors closed this 
week on the Brooklyn 
Friends Thrift Shop, and 
with time counting down on 
the neighboring Triunfel 
Grocery, neighbors are now 
wondering what may take 
their places. 

Both buildings, at 227 and 
229 Court St., between Warren 
and Baltic streets in Boerum 
Hill, have been sold by owner 
Elsie Vazquez, and the occu- 
pants are being evicted. 

One local merchant, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said she had heard 
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rumors that the stores might be 
combined for a single tenant. 
Others said they heard that the 
Hill Diner, at 231 Court St., 
would expand into the neigh- 
boring stores. 

The owner of the Hill Diner 
declined to comment this week 
but an employee said the diner 
was not going to expand. 

Nelson Martinez, who has 
owned the Triunfel Grocery — 
whose awning incorrectly reads 
‘Triunefel,” — for 23 years, 
said he had no idea what might 

“It used to be a family neigh- 
borhood,” Martinez lamented of 
the current prices and changes 
to the area. “That’s no more.” 

A spokeswoman for the city 
Department of Buildings said 
there have been no applica- 
tions for demolition or con- 
struction on the properties, and 
according to Department of Fi- 
nance records a deal for pur- 
chase has not closed. 

In May, Martinez and Jane 
Weith, who has run the Brook- 
lyn Friends School Thrift Shop 
for the past 30 years, were no- 
tified that the building was 
changing hands and they 
would have to vacate. 

Weith cleared her inventory 
in June and the thrift store is 
now closed. She continues to 
search for a new space. 

Neither Weith nor Martinez 
knows who purchased the 
buildings or what might come 
in their place. 

Vazquez could not be 
reached for comment. 

In the meantime, neighbors 
are left to bid farewell to two 
fixtures in the community and 
wonder what will come next. 

Sam Cagan, co-owner of 
Creative Lighting, at 223 Court 
St., said it was sad to see the 
older businesses go. Of what 
might come in, he said he 
hoped it would be “a nice place 
and bring traffic.” 

“They’ve been doing pretty 
well on this street anyway,” he 
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equating $596,000. Davis also 
boasted of fighting to spare 
$2.2 million in cuts to the 
Brooklyn Public Library as 
well as delivering $4.8 million 
to the BAM Local Develop- 
ment Corporation for ongoing 
plans for a cultural district in 
Fort Greene. 

Despite some good news in 
the 2004 budget, elected offi- 
cials were still smarting over the 
closing of firehouses and the 
etimmation of 860 paraprofes- 
sional positions in the schools. 

“The administration’s in- 
transigence on the firehouse 


issue, and its commitment to 
eliminating school aide posi- 
tions in the Department of Ed- 
ucation were disappointing,” 
DeBlasio said. “We will be 
watching the effect on public 
safety and on classroom in- 
struction very closely. The 
campaign to reopen our fire- 
houses continues.” 

The city shuttered six fire- 
houses in May, four of which 
were in Brooklyn. During the 
closings, Bloomberg was con- 
fronted with massive protests 
including a bitter fight outside 
of Engine 204 in Cobble Hill. 


But Hurry, you must start your 
one month pass by July 3 1, 2003 


Open to men and women, 1 8 or older. Limit one per person. 
Thirty-one days must be consecutive. 

For security purposes, photo id is required. 



Stop by the 4th Floor 
Fitness Center Today!! 


YWCA 30 Third Ave. @ Atlantic Ave. 
of Brooklyn (718) 875-1 1 90 ext. 225 


Not Covered? 



BCL insures: 

• Homes, condominiums & apartments 

• Cars, trucks, motorcycles & RVs 

• Jewelry, silver, art & collectables 

• Boats, yachts & personal water craft 

We also offer: 

• Whole & term life insurance 

• Health insurance 

• Disability insurance 

• Catastrophic medical coverage 

• Personal Liability Coverage 

• Annuities 

• Business & Commercial Insurance 
"Insuring NY & NJ since 1962." 


At BCL, we don't want you to be 
exposed. That's why we urge our 
customers to regularly evaluate their 
insurance coverage. Remember, as 
your life changes, so do the things 
you need to protect. 


Let us help you determine 
the best and most affordable 
coverage for you and your 
family. 

Please call 212 - 239 - 1 140 , 

ext.15 to speak with one of 
BCL's Licensed Insurance 
Brokers. 


BCL 


Insurance coverage that fits. 


BERMACK, CHAMPION & LEWINE 481 Eighth Ave _ Suite 1510 , NY, NY 10001 

INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS 



WHO SAID 

SUMMER was for 

TAKING IT 


WORKOUT AND REFRESH in over 

100,000 SQ.FT. 

of SPORTS, FITNESS, 
& DAY SPA FACILITIES 

SUMMER MEMBERSHIP ONLY $25 PER WEEK 

OFFER ENDS JULY 31 







MUSIC 



(718) 834-9350 
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Straight talk from filmmaker Aki Kaurismaki 

-t . y • 7 /"t f 7 * * ca" w '^ be shown at BAMcinematek 

about maturity 9 Leningrad Lowboys and justice ° nJu| y 13 - 


By Kevin Filipski 

for T he B rookly n Papers _ _ 

O nce upon a time (say, around 1990), 
no film festival would be complete 
without an Aki Kaurismaki movie. 
The wunderkind of Finnish cinema, 
who then put out a new feature or two 
each year — each a mix of impish humor, 
deadpan irony and a free-form rock ‘n’ roll 
sensibility — was seen as an antidote to 
the prevailing perception of too-serious 
European directors. 

Then, Kaurismaki seemed to drop out of 
sight. He continued making movies, but the 
festival programmers had moved on to the 
newest flavor of the month. 

Now, when BAMcinematek presents 
“Kaurismaki Goes America” (July 10-27), 
viewers may be surprised at how consistent 
Kaurismaki has been over two decades of 
filmmaking. When his latest feature, “The 
Man without a Past,” played festivals last 
year and was released commercially this 
year, critics fell over themselves praising 
the director’s new-found maturity. Needless 
to say, Kaurismaki doesn’t entirely agree. 

“I have become older, but does it mean 
‘maturity’ is another question,” he told GO 
Brooklyn via e-mail from his home in Fin- 
land. “I started this caring stuff already in 
‘Shadows in Paradise’ back in 1986. 1 al- 
ways have cared for my characters, but 
sometimes they just aren’t so nice.” 

The director casually calls “Shadows” 
(showing July 12) a member of his “genre 
C.” It’s best to let him explain his motives: 
‘To keep the minimal sanity I have left, I 



have divided my work roughly to three cate- 
gories: a) literal adaptations, b) the rock ‘n’ 
roll department, and c) social-realistic tragi- 
comedies, whatever that means. Of course 
all these genres are mixed together. I like 
playing with literal dramas and dealing with 
social questions but not without relaxing 


with ‘rock-nonsense’ now and then.” 

Kaurismaki’s entire career has mixed all 
three genres with delightful abandon. The 
movie after which the series is named, 
1987’s “Hamlet Goes Business” (July 19), is 
a wry updating of Shakespeare that doesn’t 
even try to hide its basic ludicrousness; an- 
other skewed take on a famous literary 
work, “Crime and Punishment” (July 11), 
was the director’s 1983 debut 

The “rock ‘n’ roll department,” as the di- 
rector calls it, consists of his ragtag band of 
ne’er-do-wells from Russia, the Leningrad 
Cowboys. This hopelessly inept rock group 
first made its onscreen appearance in 1989’s 
slapstick “Leningrad Cowboys Go Ameri- 
ca” (July 13), then returned for a relatively 
sober 1994 concert movie, ‘Total Balalaika 
Show” (to be shown with other Kaurismaki 
shorts on July 15). 

In response to a query about whether or 
not the Cowboys will return to the big 
screen, Kaurismaki enigmatically responds, 
“You never know in this perfect world.” 
Genre C’s most notable achievement is 
the under-appreciated “Drifting Clouds” 
(July 26), a disarming 1996 character 
study of a working-class couple desperate- 
ly struggling with their dual unemploy- 
ment. As with “The Man Without a Past” 
(for which she won Best Actress at Cannes 
last year) and other Kaurismaki features in 
the series, actress Kali Outinen stars as the 
put-upon — but never defeated — heroine. 

Outinen and cinematographer Timo Sal- 
minen are the director’s go-to collaborators. 

“I have worked with Timo almost 25 
years, which means we just whistle during 


the shooting,” Kaurismaki wryly notes, 
“and the same goes with Kati — after 18 
years, I write parts directly for her, and in 
my last few films I have even let her im- 
provise a bit in minor details ... which I 
then cut away at the editing table.” 

One of Kaurismaki’s least-typical adap- 
tations is 1999’s black-and-white, dia- 
logue-less drama “Juha” (July 27), based 
on a tragic novel by Finnish novelist 
Juhani Aho. Finnish composers Aarre 
Merikanto and Leevi Madejota each took 
stabs at composing operas based on Aho’s 
book, but Kaurismaki prefers the music of 

“I am big admirer of certain Russian 
composers, like Tchaikovsky, Shosta- 
kovich, and Prokofiev, whose music I have 
also used a lot in my films,” he says. “Of 
the Finnish, I most prefer [Jean] Sibelius, 
but for money reasons — all the rights are 
in Germany, and they are greedy — I have 
absolutely no chance to use his music in 
my films.” 

And no, the director will not accompa- 
ny his films to BAM, but he has nothing 
against Brooklyn. Last fall, he made news 
by refusing to attend the New York Film 
Festival in protest over Iranian director Ab- 
bas Kiarostami not getting a visa He is not 
about to change his mind now. 

“Even though I missed attending the 
New York Film Festival, which has the wit- 
tiest audience ever, I won’t visit the USA 
while the present government is in power,” 
he says. “I don’t like totalitarian regimes, 
but it would be incorrect to call me anti- 
American. I’m just fond of justice.” 


Dion’s back 


The 25th anniversary of the Seaside Summer Concert Series 
kicks off on July 10 with Jay Black, of Jay and the Americans, 
hosting the legendary Dion and Litde Anthony & The Imperials. 

“I’ll still be up there,” Borough President Marty Markowitz 
told GO Brooklyn. Markowitz traditionally hosts these events, 
“but [Jay will] make jokes between the acts — something I usu- 
ally do. But I’ll give that to him.” 

In 1957, Dion DiMucci (pic- 
tured) teamed up with three 
neighborhood pals to form Dion 
and the Belmonts (named after 
Belmont Avenue in the 
Bronx). After hits such as “I 
Wonder Why” and “A Teenag- 
er in Love,” Dion left the group 
in 1961 and scored his own hits 
with “Runaround Sue” and “The 
Wanderer.” 

This Seaside Summer Concert 
series performance is the first time the rock 
‘n’ roll legend will be in Brooklyn since the Fox and Para- 
mount theaters in Downtown Brooklyn closed, said 
Markowitz. 

After high school, Anthony Gourdine, of Fort Greene, orig- 
inally with The Duponts, left to join The Chesters, a group lat- 
er renamed The Imperials. 

Gourdine was sitting on a Brooklyn park bench when he 
heard radio deejay Alan Freed announcing his record: “And 
here’s a new record that’s making a lot of noise ... Little An- 
thony & the Imperials singing ‘Tears on My Pillow.’” The 
name stuck. “Tears on My Pillow” instantly launched them. 

Re-live those memories at the Seaside Summer Concert Se- 
ries, which continues every Thursday night at 7:30 pm through 
Aug. 21 at Asser Levy Park, West Fifth Street at Surf Avenue in 
Brighton Beach. The concerts are free. The public can bring their 
own chairs, or they can be rented. Performers are subject to 
change without notice. Call the concert hotline for updates at 
(718) 469-1912 or log onto www.brooklynconcerts.com. 

— Paulanne Simmons 



FESTIVAL 


Tower of power 

The 1 16th annual feast of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and Saint Paulinus of Nola, 
otherwise known as the 
“giglio festival,” kicks off 
July 9 in Williamsburg. 

The festival offers live 
entertainment, food, pa- 
rades, a bazaar with games 
and children’s rides, but the 
highlight is the annual 
“dancing” of the Giglio and 
Boat, held this year on July 
13 at 2 pm, July 17 at 7 pm 
and July 20 at 2 pm. The 4- 
ton, handcrafted giglio tow- 
er — and a 12-piece brass band — will be carried through the 
streets on the shoulders of 130 men. 

The boat commemorates the return in the fourth century of St. 
Paulinus, the Bishop of Nola, Italy, from captivity. Upon arrival 
he was met by joyous townspeople who welcomed him with 
lilies ( giglio in Italian). 

An exhibit of photographs by Larry Racioppo exploring this 
religious neighborhood celebration, “O Giglio e Paradiso,” can be 
viewed at the Safe-T-Gallery, 134 Bayard St. between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues in Williamsburg, through July 26. A detail 
of Racioppo’s “Sunbather & Giglio” is pictured above. 

The Italian fest runs through July 20, 7 pm to midnight week- 
days, and 11 am to midnight weekends on the streets surrounding 
the church, located at 275 North Eighth St. at Havemeyer Street. 
For more information about the giglio festival, call (718) 384-0223. 
For the Safe-T-Gallery, call (718) 782-5920. — Lisa J. Curtis 



BOOKS 


Sunny days 

Novelist Amy Herrick will read from her new book, “The 
Happiness Code” (Viking, $24.95), about a Brooklyn family that 
discovers a baby on their doorstep, on July 6 
at 3 pm at Sunny’s bar in Red Hook. 

This week’s Sundays at Sunny’s program, 
coordinated by “Red Hook” author Gabriel 
Cohen, at the bar at 253 Conover St. be- 
tween Beard and Reed streets, will also in- 
clude a reading by Blake Nelson from his 
young adult novel, “The New Rules of 
High School,” and a slide show of life on 
New York Harbor tugboats presented by 
photographer Carolina Salguero. 

Suggested donation is $3. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 625-8211. — Lisa J. Curtis 




• Banquet Room Available for Holiday Parties 

• Enclosed Sidewalk Cafe • Full Mahogany Bar 

• Live Piano - Wed, Fri & Sat eves • Fine Wine List 
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Have an 

Unforgettable Evening 
with our 



Oven Roasted 
Stuffed Quails 

Served with Shredded Duck 
and Wild Mushrooms; 
Oven-Roasted and served with 
Corn-Crusted Soft Polenta and 
Creme of Cassis; topped with 
Chiffon of Fried Leeks. 


Gage & Tollner 

Brooklyn’s Famous Landmark Restaurant (Established 1879) 

Proudly Serving Patrons Under 
The Gas-Lit Chandeliers for The Past 123 Years 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • t 


372 Fulton St. (off Jay St.) 
Downtown Brooklyn 

Complimentary Valet Parking • v 


(718) 875-5181 

H 1 mmcr\ 

sv.gageandtollner.com 


Your Answer to 
Summer Party Food 
is almost here. 


I know you can almost taste it! 
We can’t wait either. 
Thanks for all the calls. 


r r r 

Opening Early July 




Brooklyn’s Original Hand-Crafted Beer Bar! 

• Good Beer 

D***ets * Great Food borhood pub" 

• No Attitude! ~ Resident 

• Award-Winning Barbecue 
• “Sublime” Burgers • Daily Specials 


“Now this is 
what a Saloon 
should be" 
_ - Zagat 


Hand Crafted Ales 
Fine Wines 
Single Malt Whiskies 




• Happy Hour 4-7 
(*3.00 for pints, drinks & wine) 
• Live Jazz Saturday Nites 


Brooklyn Heights 
155 Atlantic Ave. 
Between Henry & Clinton 
(718) 522-3794 


540 2nd Avenue 
(Corner 30th) 
(212) 696-4104 
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AuaiUble, for Parties 
The, BEST Margaritas and the < 
1ST Mexican, Food in, Brooklyn 


137 Court Street 

corner of Atlantic Ave. 

(718) 625-7370 raws 


‘LCefjantCy Casuaf- 9{ot Stuffy 

Serving your Family & Friends since 1964. 
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• Fast Free Delivery I62 Montague Street 

• Open 7 Days a Week ^“s^-ss^smI 

• Party Orders Welcome 

>e Only Use Vegetable Oil s “" da » 2 : °°p™ - 10:00 p- 
Natora/ Coding ■ J =1 =1 =1 SXOOl 
and Fresh Vegetables m,n - I 


SENECA SMOKES 


Tax Free Discount Cigarettes 

Cartons start at just $11 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 





MUON’S 

famous discount 
designer clothing is 
now additionally 
reduced with 

* savings up to 

70% off* 

’Selected Spring items 


OPEN FRIDAY 

..JULY 4* 

10am-6pm 



duo i im BritfiiiiTiif • 1 ' 
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-> Jazz-Rocki 






Including French Roast 
and Vanilla Hazelnut 


355 Court Street Brooklyn • (718) 624-9253 

Ckedc us out on, the, web: wwuk BirooldynJPccstiry.com, 


Read us online at 'X^° P k fe 


com 
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Early treatment for MS 
can lesson symptoms 


New York Methodist Hospital 

New treatments can pre- 
vent many of the disabili- 
ties once considered an 
inevitable part of multiple 
sclerosis an auto-immune 
disease. 

In addition, timely treat- 
ment makes a tremendous dif- 
ference. 

“It’s important that people 
with MS [multiple sclerosis] are 
diagnosed and treated right 
away so as to potentially avoid 
disability,” said Inna Rozentsvit, 
MD, a neurologist who special- 
izes in MS and Neuro-rehabili- 
tation at New York Methodist 
Hospital in Park Slope. 

The symptoms of MS in- 
clude difficulty seeing, talking 
and/or walking, severe pain any- 
where in the body, headache, 
muscle ache, facial pain, mobili- 
ty problems, urinary problems, 
tingling and numbness any- 
where in the body and sensory 
perception problems. 

Since these symptoms may 
fluctuate, people with MS of- 
ten disregard these signs and 
neglect to see a physician at a 


critically important time. 

During an episode of MS, 
the immune system attacks 
myelin, a fatty covering of the 
nerve cells which enables the 
conduction of normal electri- 
cal impulses from one part of 
the nervous system to another. 

When the myelin erodes 
and the nerve is bare, the 
nerve can be damaged irre- 
versibly. This can result in 
symptoms such as permanent 
blindness or weakness in a 
part of the body. 

When the myelin needs 
protection, medications can be 
highly effective. Most med- 
ications to treat MS reduce the 
inflammation caused by over- 

“Inflammation is a product 
of a hyperactive immune sys- 
tem, causing complications 
and furthering the disease,” 
said Rozentsvit. Anti-inflam- 
matory medication helps the 
body’s myelin repair itself. 

Immuno-modulating drugs 
prevent the frequency and 
severity of attacks. These med- 
ications work to prevent hyper- 
active immune cells from reach- 


ABORTION 



JOB SEARCHING? 

Professional Coaching 
for Successful 
Career Transitions 

• Job Search Strategies 

• Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 

Career Transition Resources (CTR) 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 



HYPNOSIS 


Lose Weight or Stop Smoking 
in ONE Session! 

RESULTS GUARANTEED 

Also specializing in Psychotherapy 
Self Hypnosis Tapes now on sale if you do not want a session. 


Dr. STEVEN ALDEN, Ph.D. 718-643-6152 
Brooklyn Heights 


ELECTROLYSIS 


Permanent Hair Removal Specialist 

Heights 

Electrolysis 

Theresa Parolisi, C.RE. Board Certified 

- Computerized 
Equipment 

- Disposable 
Sterile Probes 


ONLY 

PERMANENT 

METHOD 

For Women, Men dr Teens 



ing the brain and therefore, the 
nervous system. Some of these 
medications also work in the 
central nervous system. 

If the condition is exacer- 
bated, more aggressive treat- 
ment may be necessary. Im- 
muno-supressants can be 
highly effective for suppress- 
ing the immune system for a 
period of time, allowing the 
disease to go into remission 
and enabling the myelin to re- 

“This is not a maintenance 
drag; it is used for acute attacks. 
It is very powerful and it can 
make the difference between 
having a disability and not hav- 
ing one,” said Rozentsvit. All of 
the treatments require the close 
follow-up care and monitoring 


of a specialist. 

“MS does not involve just 
one part of a person’s life,” 
said Rozentsvit. “It often caus- 
es physical stress, emotional 
stress, concentration problems, 
family problems, anxiety and 
depression. People with MS 
and their families need a lot of 
support and understanding. I 
spend a lot of time with my 
patients and their families.” 

For that reason, Rozentsvit 
facilitates a support group 
once a month. For more infor- 
mation about the MS support 
group, call (718) 246-8614. 

For more information about 
diagnosis and treatment for 
MS, call New York Methodist 
Hospital’s Institute for Neuro- 
sciences at (866) 366-3876. 


Help with 
infertility 
at Genesis 


Genesis Fertility & Reproductive 

Genesis Fertility & 
Reproductive Medicine 
has announced its partici- 
pation in New York State’s 
Infertility Demonstration 
Program. 

Qualified patients can now 
receive support for fertility 
treatments through this pro- 
gram designed to alleviate a 
portion of the financial burden 
fertility patients often incur. 
Patients will receive financial 
support based on family in- 
come for in vitro fertilization 
(IVF) treatment. 

“Fertility treatments are of- 
ten not fully covered by insur- 
ance, if covered at all, and in- 
fertile couples cannot always 
subsidize the costs,” said Su- 
san M. Lobel, MD, director of 
the IVF program at Genesis. 
“Especially with IVF, the 
costs can be high and this 
makes it inaccessible to many 
patients. 

“We are delighted to be 
part of this program to help 
lessen the strain couples may 
feel when encountered with 
cost of treatment.” 

Genesis will evaluate pa- 
tients to determine eligibility, 
using criteria set by the state 
Health Department. Genesis is 


the only center in Brooklyn 
and Staten Island to partici- 
pate in the program. 

The Infertility Demonstra- 
tion Program is a New York 
State program that helps qual- 
ified patients fund IVF. 

Patients must be New York 
State residents, between the 
ages of 21-44, who are pri- 
vately insured, with proof of 
insurance. 

Genesis provides compre- 
hensive fertility care at its 
main facility in Brooklyn. 

The facility includes offices 
for private consultation, an ul- 
trasound suite, two special 
procedure rooms, a surgical 
suite and laboratories for hor- 
monal testing, sperm testing 
and embryology. 

This enables Genesis to 
provide patients with the most 
advanced technology in repro- 
ductive medicine. 

Genesis also treats many 
other disorders of the repro- 
ductive system, including 
uterine fibroids, endometriosis 
and menstrual irregularity. 
Satellite offices are located in 
Staten Island and the south 
shore of Long Island. 

For further information, 
contact Jennifer Pelle at (718) 
283-6586. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


FEELING FAT? 

Let a support group help you 

ship with food, and the issues that 
contribute to eating and body 
image problems. 

Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Specializing in eating disorders 

(718) 636-3099 
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THE BROOKLYN (ENTER FOR 



helps you change your world. 

Create the life you want to 
live and feel better! 

Group, individual, families, couples 
Sliding-scale fees 

i” " 71 8-622-41 42 C ° m 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR WOMEN 


• Sexual Identity • Relationships 

Sandra Siegal, MSW, CSW 

718 - 369-1632 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 
Doctor of Social Work 



Compassionate therapy 
for lasting change. 

Our psychologists will help you with 
self-esteem, stage of life, body 

more. Free consult, moderate fees, 

and weekend hours in pleasant, Park 
Slope offices. 

Women Psychotherapists of Brooklyn 

( 718 ) 398-2015 W33 



Family Development Services 



i' 1 718-622-4142 e ° m 


• Home Study Adoptions 

• Hardship Affidavit for immigration 

• Support Groups Available 

Myrna Negron: MSW, CSW 

Cert. HIV Pre & Post Test Counseling 
Member N.A.5.W. 

(718) 680-3608 
(917) 282-8971 

Se Habla Espahol R2g 


DENTISTS 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dd.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

9177893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 

Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgml. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, HIP. 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings 'Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
4 Fir Phone Service 

maiiB 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Otfice Hours & Ample Parking 


V Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


ORTHODONTIC SPECIALISTS P.C. 

Michael Donato Jr. d.m.d. 
Robert Seminara d.d.s. 

Diplomate, Amer. Bd. of Orthodontics 


EXCELLENCE IN ORTHODONTICS 

for children and adults 

*Traditional Braces - *Clear Braces - ^Invisible Braces 
*Multiple payment options 
Members American Association of Orthodontists 


visit us at: www.straightteeth.net 

1 Hanson PL Suite 1211 
Downtown Brooklyn 718-638-7832 


HAPPINESS IS 
A HEALTHY MOUTH 


A proper diet, good oral hygiene and a dental check-up 
from AGE ONE can save teeth and money. 



LETTERS 


Atlantic seeks 
high-end, not 
high-priced 

To the editor: 

Your article headlined “Atlantic biz told to raise prices” in the 
June 9 edition did a disservice to the merchants on Atlantic Avenue. 

To forge a new identity for the corridor that would capture the full 
range of existing businesses, as well as integrating the effects of cur- 
rent and future development, the Adantic Avenue Betterment Asso- 
ciation (AABA) commissioned a marketing study to guide the asso- 
ciation in its efforts. We were fortunate that the Independence 
Community Foundation agreed to fund the study. 

Nowhere in the study or at the press conference (attended by your 
reporter) does it suggest or state that merchants need to raise their 
prices. To do so would not make sense nor increase business. 

The study recommended that “Atlantic Avenue position itself as 
an “upscale shopping street” for comparable goods like furniture, 
clothing, house and kitchen wares as well as sit-down restaurants. It 
suggests that the avenue should be marketed in terms of a “lifestyle 
that consumers aspire to have.” TEiis makes sense since Atlantic Av- 
enue features small stores with the owners’ unique vision of what 
they like to sell; some for example, sell Brooklyn designed and 
manufactured housewares and clothing. 

Atlantic Avenue, because of landmark and zoning protections, is 
rare in that it will never lend itself to big box-like stores owned by 
large corporations selling mass market products. In addition, the 
study points out that much of Atlantic Avenue lacks foot traffic. To 
stay in business, they need to offer unique items with individualized 
service. The two merchants who were interviewed and quoted in 
your article, are in an area with more foot traffic. They are able to 
sell low-cost items and offer discounts. They still fit into the lifestyle 
concept, however, because one sells gourmet foods and the other 
sells top-of-the-line cookware. 

We welcome our neighbors to shop and eat on Atlantic Avenue 
and judge for themselves. They will find high quality goods at fair 
prices. Anyone interested in a copy of the study and our newly re- 
designed Shopping Guide is free to receive one by calling (718) 
852-7418. — Sandy Balboza, president 

Atlantic Avenue Betterment Association 

Editor’s note: The AABC’s consultant told the press conference that 
merchants should adopt “premium” pricing. “The corridor will benefit 
... if a liigher maigin, tiigher quality strategy is pursued,” he said. 

Don’t throw out computers 

To the editor: 

Regarding the article headlined “Sunset Park school trashes its com- 
puters” (June 23), computers, especially monitors, should not be being 
disposed of in the regular trash. They contain many toxins and pounds 
of lead that leach into groundwater in landfills and spread through the 
air when incinerated. Electronics contribute 2 percent of the volume in 
municipal waste, but more than 70 percent of the toxins. 

Schools that need to dispose of computers and other electronics can 
call the Council on the Environment for advice as to how they should 
dispose of them and hopefully to arrange for a collection, at (212) 
788-7918. The City Council funded the beginning of this project, and 
the Board of Education has committed to some additional funding for 
this project. More funding must be obtained to safely dispose of the 
tons of old computers Eteing stored in city public schools. 

— Eve Martinez, director, Waste Free NYC 


BHA... 

Continued from page 1 
park plan at Borough Hall. 

“We hope that senior staff and consultants would meet infor- 
mally with community groups ... to make sure that there is an 
adequate dialogue during this critical period,” Tom Chittenden, 
vice-chairman of the BHA’s Brooklyn Bridge Park committee, 
told the park planners. 

The Empire State Development Corporation — of which the 
BBPDC is a subsidiary — granted the park planners the authority 
to override local zoning laws to build the commercial and recre- 
ational waterfront development without going through the city’s 
ULURP process, which requires public meetings tiefore and input 
to the community boards involved, the borough president, the City 
Planning Commission and the City Council. 

Given the amount of public input granted during the initial 
master planning process for the park, which would be construct- 
ed roughly between the Manhattan Bridge and Pier 6 at Atlantic 
Avenue, the new pace has been something of a rude awakening 
to community activists. 

To use promised funding before it can be pulled back by a 
cash-starved city and state, the development corporation is simul- 
taneously preparing its Environmental Impact Statement with the 
general project plan. The EIS is required by state law and will 
study traffic and environmental effects of the development wliile 
the project plan will provide a concrete design for the 1.3-mile 
waterfront development. 

With much of a three-year-old illustrative master plan likely to 
be included in the general project plan, the BHA is seeking more 
meetings to become acquainted with what, if any, changes are 
made along the way. 

Just last month, the development corporation released its updated 
“concept plan,” which recommended major alterations to the previ- 
ous version such as the inclusion of Pier 6, the elimination of an am- 
phitheater on Pier 3 and the demolition of the Purchase Building un- 
der the Brooklyn Bridge overpass in Fulton Ferry. 

The BBPDC convened a consulting body of community ac- 
tivists last year, dubbed the Citizens Advisory Council (CAC), 
which has met about six times, but Chittenden complained that 
plans for wider public meetings are not scheduled until next year. 

The CAC, meanwhile, is scheduled to have briefings on the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement in September and Janu- 
ary and on a “site development plan” in September and Novem- 
ber. A presentation of a draft of a “general project plan” is expect- 
ed to be made in January. 

With all the changes that are to be made, Chittenden suggested 
monthly meetings with the CAC might be more appropriate, fol- 
lowed by a general public briefing in November. 

Chip Place, director of planning and design for the develop- 
ment corporation, said the meeting schedule is only tentative and 
that there will be more opportunities for public comment sched- 
uled as the plan evolves. 

“Among the CAC, and with a variety of other people of inter- 
est, there will be any number of meetings,” Place said. 

The EIS will study the park’s effect on traffic, parking, air and 
water quality, noise, neighborhood character and alternatives and 
should take about 12 to 14 months to complete. 

‘Get on board’ 

In addition to the concerns of public input a delegation of people, 
many from Red Hook, sought to have cultural maritime uses, such 
as floating museums and showboats, incorporated into the EIS. 

“I think that in designing a waterfront park, you missed the 
boat,” said David Sharps, president of the Red Hook-based Wa- 
terfront Museum and Showboat Barge. 

“Given the rictmess of our maritime resources, the abundance 
of our maritime tiistory and the generous amount of linear 
footage of the water’s edge in the park we ask you to further your 
study to include tie-up place for these historic vessels and visit- 
ing ships,” said Pamela Hepburn, founder and director of the Tug 
Pegasus Preservation Project, a project aimed at preserving a 96- 
year-old tugboat. 

“That was definitely something that we heard a lot of,” said 
Place. “So we’re going to have to look at that further.” 

Additional requests were made to study the cumulative impact 
of traffic from the park plan and the city’s $100 million rezoning 
of Downtown Brooklyn to increase commercial and residential 
development. Irene Janner, first vice-chairwoman of Community 
Board 2, suggested park planners coordinate their work with the 
Downtown Brooklyn consultants. 

The Empire State Development Corporation will accept public 
comment on the EIS until July 11. 

Written comments can be sent to Rachel Shatz, ESDC, 633 
Third Ave., New York, NY, 10017. 
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Developer expands reach in DUMBO 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Developer Shaya Boymelgreen has begun 
construction on yet another massive residential 
property in DUMBO. 

His company, Shaya B., which also plans to re- 
place the Between the Bridges Pub and Excalibur 
Studios buildings with condos, and will develop 
the 134-year-old Empire Stores, has begun con- 
struction on a 120-foot-tall condominium at 84 
Front St., between Washington and Adams streets. 

“It’s a very strong residential market [in 
DUMBO],” said Ben Klein, Shaya B.’s vice- 
president of operations. 


The 12-story building, designed by the Man- 
hattan-based WalkerGroup, will contain 62,000 
square feet with a mix of 42 units consisting of 
studios to four bedroom apartments. There are 
no retail or commercial uses expected for the 
building, Klein said. 

The $25 million project is as-of-right, meaning 
it did not require public approval, and the units 
were described by Klein as “luxury apartments” 
although he would not discuss price ranges. 

The building was formerly a two-story manu- 
facturing building that hosted a few second- 
floor artists studios and a restaurant equipment 
and supplies company in the ground floor. 

Boymelgreen purchased the building earlier this 


year from DUMBO developer Joshua Gutman, 
who for years reigned as one of the neighborhood’s 
primary landowners along with David Walentas. 

Recently, however, Boymelgreen has begun 
to expand his holdings in DUMBO with the 
winning proposal on the 300,000-square-foot 
Empire Stores on Water Street between Dock 
and Main streets, in which he will build a 
mixed-use retail, cultural and commercial center 
fronting the planned Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

The company is also closing a deal on back- 
to-back properties at 85 Adams St. and 63 York 
St., the respective homes of Excalibur Bronze 
and the storied Between the Bridges Pub, most 
likely to tear down the buildings and replace 


them with a residential development. 

“I think it would be fair to say that the DUM- 
BO Neighborhood Association is hopeful that the 
Shaya B. development will be of high quality and 
respectful of the historic nature of the DUMBO 
historic district as the DUMBO industrial district 
is listed on the state and national register of his- 
toric places,” said Michael Crane, president of the 
DUMBO Neighborhood Association. 

In June 2001, Boymelgreen also purchased 
an 18,000-square-foot, state-owned site on 
Smith Street between Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street for $3.3 million, and the former Daily 
News building on Pacific Street for an apart- 
ment and retail complex. 


AUDIT... 


Continued from page 1 
dance.” Reuteman said the 
team was working with the city 
to come up with an acceptable, 


“I am pleased that the Cy- 
clones have paid money owed 
to the city and encourage others 
who do business with the city 
to follow suit,” Thompson said. 
“However, there is still room 
for improvement.” 

That goes for both teams. 

In both audits, Thompson 
says that the teams may have 
fudged their attendance figures 

— which is alarming because the 
rent both teams pay to the city is 
based on attendance figures. 

Whenever the teams’ atten- 
dance drops below 125,000 for 
the season, no rent is charged 

— a strong incentive to cheat 
on attendance figures. 

In the Yankees’ case, the 
team claimed to have attracted 
only 116,322 fans in its cham- 
pionship season last year. That’s 
just 8,678 tickets short of the 
threshold for having to pay 
$100,000 in rent — yet Thomp- 
son’s auditors found that it 
could not verify 8,378 tickets 


supposedly sold that season. 

The leases require both teams 
to use turnstile counts to main- 
tain attendance records, but the 
Yankees used a computerized 
scanning system that could not 
read tom or mangled tickets and 
did not differentiate between 
complimentary and paid tickets, 
according to the audit. 

"Given the weakness in atten- 
dance recording and reporting, 
we cannot be assured that all 
ticket stubs were provided to us 
and question whether attendance 
actually fell below the [rent] 
threshold,” the report said. The 
Yankees paid $100,000 in rent 
for the 2001 season. 

Josh Getzler, co-owner and 
chief operating officer of the Stat- 
en Island Yankees, told the Staten 
Island Advance that the team has 
installed turnstiles and will soon 
design tickets that distinguish be- 
tween paid and comps. 

‘We’ve already begun to work 
on the issue that caused some of 
our attendance figures to be un- 
clear,” he said. “It will be a lot 
clearer in the future.” 

By contrast, over the same 
two-year period, the Cyclones 


have paid the city $1.13 million 
in rent — although Thompson’s 
audit also questioned the manner 
in which the team counted its 

“The Cyclones did not use 
turnstile counts to record and re- 
port actual attendance [as re- 
quired in the lease],” the report 
stated. “Instead, they counted 
ticket stubs at the end of each 
game, identifying the different 
ticket categories on their daily 
turnstile reports. This approach, 
however, may not ensure that all 
ticket stubs are included in the 

Last year, that meant a dif- 
ference of 32,670 tickets, 
Thompson found. The Cy- 
clones did not explain the short- 
fall to the comptroller's office, 
the report said. 

The parent clubs of both mi- 
nor league franchises are noto- 
rious for stiffing the city. Earlier 
this year, a Thompson audit of 
the Mets claimed that the team 
owed the city $3.4 million. 

The Yankees, meanwhile, 
treat the city’s rent bill as a 
mere suggestion, annual audits 
show. In an audit earlier this 
year, Thompson said the Yan- 
kees owed just over $100,000 
for unpaid rent for three months 
in 2002. 


Street closings for 
Independence Day 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

To accommodate pedestrian traffic in 
Brooklyn Heights, Downtown and 
DUMBO for Macy’s Fourth of July fire- 
works extravaganza, there will be multi- 
ple street closures. 

Traffic will be barred from Furman Street 
between Atlantic Avenue and Cadman Plaza 
West from 7 pm on July 4 to approximately 1 
am on July 5. 

While the Brooklyn, Manhattan and 
Williamsburg Bridges will be open to traffic, 
the pedestrian walkways will be closed during 
the fireworks display. There is no viewing al- 
lowed from the bridges. In addition, HOV 
lanes on the Gowanus and Prospect express- 
ways into the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel also 
will be suspended. 

The 30-minute fireworks display will be 
launched this year from two barges situated on 
the East River just south of the South Street 
Seaport, starting at approximately 9:20 pm, 
making the Brooklyn Heights promenade, 


Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park and Furman 
Street from Atlantic Avenue to Cadman Plaza 
West prime viewing points. Areas south of the 
Brooklyn Bridge or any location between Jo- 
ralemon and Cranberry streets with a clear 
view of the sky above the East River are also 
being promoted as advantageous viewing lo- 
cations. 

It’s been reported that additional streets will 
be closed to traffic, including Montague 
Street, Remsen Street, Old Fulton Street, Co- 
lumbia Heights and Hicks Street (from At- 
lantic Avenue to Old Fulton Street) starting at 
7 pm. 

Those closures could not be confirmed with 
the 84th Precinct by press time. 

Parking and traffic will also reportedly be 
restricted on Pierrepont Street, from Columbia 
Heights to Cadman Plaza West, and on Cran- 
berry Street, from Henry Street to Columbia 
Heights. 

Check with the 84th Precinct at (718) 875- 
6811. 

Further details on the fireworks display and 
Macy’s hotline can be found on page 9. 


HOT DOGS... 

Continued from page 1 

wears his extra weight in a gelatinous tire around his waist. Another 
man competing that day, Sonny Sabatino, 50, also from Brooklyn, 
had on a white T-shirt that draped over his medicine ball-sized belly 
like a maternity gown. 

But some competitive eaters are lissome. The winner of the past 
two Nathan’s contests, a 26-year-old Japanese gurgitator named 
Takeru Kobayashi, weighs just 130 pounds. Last year he wolfed 
down 50-and-a-half hotdogs in 12 minutes, nearly twice as many as 
the next closest competitor, Eric “Badlands” Booker, of Long Island, 
who devoured 26 hot dogs, for a new world record. That perform- 
ance is what gurgitators like Seiken aspire to. 

“I train by drinking a gallon and a half of water every day,” he 
said. “It stretches the stomach and allows you to get down an extra 
two to three hotdogs.” 

Vic Belarista, from New Jersey, was optimistic about eating up- 
wards of 15 dogs, despite the 95-degree weather. “I start feeling sick 
around number 13, but that’s when survival mode kicks in. You got- 
ta push yourself.” 

Rich Shea, of the IFOCE, wearing a tie and porkpie hat, informed 
the crowd and the 12 contestants (10 men and two women) of the 
contest’s rules. A “steady, paced chewing and swallowing” is strictly 
enforced, he said, and anyone who “suffers urges contrary to swal- 
lowing” (vomiting) will be automatically disqualified. 

At the start whistle contestants dove into their plates of hotdogs. 
“Crazy Legs” Conti, the world oyster champ (14 dozen in 10 min- 
utes), took ferocious, rapid-fire bites, five or six in a row, followed 
by long chews, and then an audible swallow. Sabatino breathed 
heavily through his nose and twisted his body from side to side, pre- 
sumably trying to work the food around in his stomach. Seiken, af- 
ter a fast start, soon wore a look of a man in terrific pain. 

Almost all of the eaters dunked the buns in tall cups of water to 
make them easier to swallow, a trend started by Kobayashi, and a 
mash of hotdog and soaking bun covered their faces. Attention 
turned to Sonia Thomas, a 107-pound restaurant manager from 
Alexandria, Va. Although her cheeks bulged with food, she seemed 
to smile as she ate. And she never let up. The crowd pressed closer 
and cheered her on. 

“Sonia, take a breath!” Shea yelled. 

Finally, the end came. With 18 hotdogs eaten, Thomas, a novice, 
was declared the winner. Seiken managed only nine, and “Crazy 
Legs” just 12. Giggling, Thomas held her trophy for the cameras, a 
few globs of hotdog bun splattered on the front of her shirt. 

Of her first eating contest, she said, “It was fim. I like to compete, 
so this was an opportunity to be a champion in something.” Then, 
pointing to a plate of hotdogs, she said, “I could do more,” and 

[Thomas will get a chance to compete against Kobayashi, Book- 
er and another competitive eating newcomer, William “Refrigera- 
tor” Perry, the former Chicago Bears defensive lineman at Nathan’s 
Famous, at Surf and Stillwell avenues in Coney Island at noon on 
Friday.] 

Later, a surprised Rich Shea said, “She came out of nowhere. A 
lot of these other guys are seasoned veterans. But she was cool as a 
cucumber.” 

“Crazy Legs” Conti sat slumped in a plastic chair. “I’ve been in 
five qualifiers this year but failed to qualify,” he said. “I’m exhaust- 
ed. I’m hoping Rich will give me a wild card birth into Nathan’s, but 
I'll have to wait and see.” 


EATERIES... 
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by Brooklyn’s political elite, as 
well as judges and lawyers, who 
are the focus of another investi- 
gation by Hynes. 

Officials at the district attor- 
ney’s office say they were re- 
sponding to tips from the state 
Department of Taxation and 
Finance and the city Depart- 
ment of Finance that eateries 
were discounting the sales tax 
for customers who paid cash. 
They sent undercover agents 
to investigate the eateries. In- 
vestigators believe the busi- 
nesses may have collectively 
evaded paying millions of dol- 

Michael Ross, the owner of 
Pazzo, said no investigators had 
come to his restaurant and that 
he was unaware of any probe. 

Reached this week by The 
Brooklyn Papers, Joe Chirico, 


who owns Marco Polo as well 
as Gage & Tollner restaurant 
Downtown, said, “I don’t 
know what happened.” 

He said he would have his 
attorney call to answer any 
other questions. His attorney 
never contacted The Papers. 

Calls to the owner of Pete’s 
Downtown were not returned 
by press time. 

Chirico is the founder and 
president of the Brooklyn 
Restaurant Association and a 
board member of the Fulton 
Mall Improvement Association. 

He came to the United States 
from Italy in 1964 and opened 
Joe’s Luncheonette four years 
later. In 1970, he opened Cafe 
Del Sud in Carroll Gardens and 
in 1983 followed with Marco 
Polo Ristorante. 

Chirico then purchased Gage 
& Tollner, Brooklyn’s oldest 
restaurant, m 1995. 


Last month, he celebrated 
Marco Polo's 20th anniversary 
with a lavish six-course dinner 
honoring the last known de- 
scendant of the explorer and 
restaurant namesake, Siro Polo 
Padolecchia of Monte Carlo, 
Monaco. Among those to attend 
were Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, former Borough 
President Howard Golden, state 
Sen. Carl Kruger, Georgio Rad- 
icati, the consul general of Italy, 
and Wangxia Chen, deputy con- 
sul of China. 

The stellar guest list was 
hardly unique for Marco Polo 
given its status as a dining fa- 
vorite of Brooklyn politicos 
and legal eagles. 

Other restaurants that were 
raided included the Brighton 
Beach restaurants Tatiana, 
Volna Cafe and De Ribas, 
which had been hosting a 
meeting between community 
affairs police officers and 
leaders of the Russian com- 
munity only minutes before 
cops stormed in. 



A rendering of Ikea's plan for the old New York Shipyard in Red Hook. 


IKEA... 

Continued from page 1 
time employees, in addition to 
the 650-plus construction jobs 
over the 14 months it would 
take to build the store. 

Those promises have won 
over influential residents of the 
Red Hook Houses, the largest 
public housing development in 
Brooklyn, which is home to 
more than 6,500 tenants in its 
30 buildings. 

With jobs, however, comes 
traffic — and lots of it. 

Ikea estimates about 50,000 
car trips a week to its Red Hook 
store, which would be built on 
the 22-acre former New York 
Shipyard, between Dwight and 
Columbia streets along the Erie 

Though consultants have 
proposed recommendations to 
ease traffic at the intersections 
of Nelson Street and Hamilton 
Avenue and Smith Street and 
Hamilton Avenue, as well as a 
shuttle bus and ferry service, 
opponents have questioned cus- 
tomers’ willingness to pay the 
$100 shipping charge or their 
ability to carry a futon on a 
catamaran. 

Last month, about 75 residents 
took their concerns to the City 
Planning Commission for a pub- 
lic scoping session intended to 
give citizens a chance to request 


that certain issues be studied in 
the Environmental Impact State- 
ment for the plan. Many voiced 
fears about the cumulative impact 
of Ikea, a Fairway supermarket 
that will be built at 480-500 Van 
Brunt St., and a Lowe’s home im- 
provement store planned for Sec- 
ond Avenue between 10th and 
12th streets, in addition to the 
eventual rerouting of traffic for 
the six- to 10-year reconstruction 
or underground replacement of 
the Gowanus Expressway. 

Shields believes those con- 
cerns are insignificant when 
weighed against Red Hook’s 
past and future. 

"When I first got here there 
were businesses [everywhere],” 
she said. “We had tons of busi- 
nesses and tons of traffic and 
nobody ever complained.” 

The plan will have to go 
through the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure re- 
quiring the approval of Com- 
munity Board 6, the borough 
president, the City Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council to rezone the area from 
a heavy manufacturing district 
(M3) to a light manufacturing 
district (Ml) and to obtain a 
special permit to operate a fur- 
niture store in excess of 10,000 
square feet. 

With Red Hook divided, sur- 


rounding communities such as 
Carroll Gardens and Park Slope 
could have a crucial impact on 
the plan in its public review. 

Meanwhile, both sides have 
conducted an aggressive outreach 
campaign to rally their bases. 
Ikea has sent mailings to its data- 
base of Brooklyn shoppers and 
made the rounds to civic groups, 
visits that are either shadowed or 
preceded by McGettrick 

Both sides can claim victo- 
ries in the popularity contest. 
The First Place Tri-Block and 
Summit Street Block Associa- 
tion reacted critically to Ikea’s 
proposal, cutting them off be- 
fore they could complete their 
presentation to the organization 
on June 2. 

The hearing before the City 
Planning Commission was also 
a major show of strength for 
opponents. 

But a June 12 informational 
meeting with Ikea representa- 
tives, held at a Police Athletic 
League center on West Ninth 
Street near the Red Hook Hous- 
es, largely drew supporters of 
the plan, eager for the jobs it 
could bring. 

Meanwhile, Ikea convinced 
the Park Slope Civic Council to 
support the project after McGet- 
trick initially persuaded the group 
to write the City Planning Com- 
mission to urge a search for alter- 

Ikea is anticipating an open- 
ing in 2005. 


Doing the 
'write' thing 


Q: “I’d like to spend what 
little extra time I have this 
summer helping my pre- 
teen daughter to write more. 
I hope this will help her in 
school next year. It would 
have to be fun since it is 
hard to drag her away from 
her friends, television and 
her computer.” — a mother 

A: Think beyond book re- 
ports. There is value in all 
kinds of writing, including 
comic strips and magnetic po- 
etry on the fridge. 

Who can resist writing on a 
dry-erase board by the tele- 
phone? Or adding quotes and 
notes to a bulletin board? 

Some of the best ways par- 
ents can nurture young writers 
are indirect: Encourage read- 
ing instead of television; talk 
specifically about all sorts of 
topics; and play word games 
as a family. Also, provide lots 
of writing materials — mark- 
ers in a dozen hues, colored 
paper, keepsake folders, pen- 
cils, pens and erasers. 

Summer isn’t the time for 
daily critiques of spelling and 
grammar. Instead, help your 
child jump-start her creativity. 
Show her you’re interested in 
her way with words. 

For a pre-teen girl, start with 
a diary or journal and a private 
place to write. No need to drag 
your child away from her 
friends. Include them by hav- 
ing a journal-making party. 

With old wallpaper books, 


Parent-to-Parent 

By Betsy Flagler 




Lots of 


GREAT STUFF 


from over 
50 Families! 

at the 

Saturday 

Park Slope 
Child Ctfre 

July 12 th 

Collective 

12-4pm qgT 

186 St. John’s Place 
(at 7th Ave.) 



ribbons, stamps, gel pens and 
a bit of imagination, the girls 
can turn inexpensive note- 
books into one-of-a-kind jour- 
nals. Will the first journal en- 
tries be funny, thoughtful or 
nonsensical? That’s only for 
the young writer to know. 

Anne Lamott, author of 
“Bird by Bird: Some Instruc- 
tions on Writing and Life” 
(Anchor, 1995), says she start- 
ed writing at age 7 or 8. 

The writing instructor says 
her father, also a writer, taught 


her mostly by example to pay 
attention and write down her 
observations, to write a little 
each day, and to read lots of 
books, plays and poetry. 

“I was always good with 
words. My father really encour- 
aged me a lot,” Lamott said in 
an interview with PBS. “He 
taught me you do scales; it’s go- 
ing to be like learning a musical 
instrument, you have to be will- 
ing to make a lot of mistakes.” 

Lamott tells students in her 
writing workshops to scribble 
down what they overhear, and 
consider any of what they 
hear, see and learn as “grist 
for the mill,” she writes in 
“Bird by Bird.” 

The only way she can get 
anything written at all, she says, 
is to write a really crummy first 
draft — knowing that nobody 
will see it and she can shape it 
up later. Lamott’s book title 
was inspired by her father’s ad- 
vice to her brother when he 
was 10. The boy was daunted 
by a huge report on birds, but 
he was settled by his dad’s 
calming words: “Bird by bird, 
buddy. Just take it bird by bird.” 

Here are carefree summer 
ideas to keep kids thinking 
and caring about words: 

• Harry Potter fans, choose 
a few paragraphs to parody. 
Imitate the writing style of au- 
thor J.K. Rowling, or compare 
the introductions and endings 
of all five of her novels. 

• Get a pen pal or “e-pal” and 
exchange information about 
school, home and community 
life. Go to www.epals.com, and 


m — 

- Day 


108 School, 

fH® A fully licensed and certified preschool 

jjf 2-4 year old programs 

fa 2,. 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

if! Licensed teachers 

afternoons or full days 

•fa Optimal educational equipment 

fa Spacious Classrooms 

.□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

ifa Enriched Curriculum 

Ip Indoor Gym facilities 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Summer Program Available 

A few Fall spaces still open 

763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


share ideas about favorite books 
in the Web site’s book club. 

• If you’re stuck for ideas, 
“Writing Down the Days: 365 
Creative Journaling Ideas for 
Young People” (Free Spirit 
Publishing, 2000) offers a 
year’s worth of writing ideas 
linked to the calendar. 

• Publish a summer neigh- 
borhood newsletter that in- 
cludes names and numbers of 
kids who will baby sit, walk 
dogs and mow lawns, and put 
together small profiles on 
newcomers. 

•Be on the lookout for 
writing workshops at your lo- 
cal library and writing con- 
tests for kids. 

• With a group of girls at a 
slumber party, pass around a 
silly or scary story starter — 
“Suddenly we were trapped in 
the ice cream shop by eight 
feet of ...” After each child 
adds to the story, the hostess 
reads the potentially outra- 
geous final product. 

•Parents, set an example. 
Strive to use specific words to 
build vocabulary and writing 
skills. One family agreed to 


ban the word “thing.” When 
anyone said “thing” instead of 
a meaningful noun, the word 
met with a playful pinch. 

Can you help? 

“We took our visiting 3-year- 
old grandson to the store with 
us. We prefer him to sit in the 
shopping cart, but he climbed 
out and screamed uncontrol- 
lably when asked to remain in. 
My husband bought one item. I 
took the child outside, where 
nothing I said would console 
him. His parents — my hus- 
band’s daughter and son-in-law 
— said they don’t have him sit 
in the cart. They didn’t seem to 
understand why we do.” 


If you hm’e tips or a question, 
please call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 

Parents concerned about 
their children’s calorie intake 
can obtain a copy of the new 
Parent To Parent newsletter 
“Getting Over Overeating” by 
sending a long, self-addressed, 
stamped envelope and $2 to 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 167, Wick- 
liffe, OH 44092. 


The Brooklyn Heights 

» -JEWISH 
SPORTS ACADEMY 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Ages: 5-9 

Daily schedule is well supervised 
and planned to teach new skills. 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: aerobics, arts and craft, athletics, 
boating, computers, dramatics, farm animal care, gym- 
nastics, hiking, hockey, Jewish culture, music & dance, 
nature, physical fitness, ping pong, pioneering, ropes 
course, soccer, Red Cross-cert. Swimming 8c Tennis 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

2 WW SESSIONS: 

Sessionl: June 30th - July 11th 
Session 2: July 14th - July 25th 
Session 3: July 28th - August 8th 
Session 4 (1 week only): August 1 1th - 15th 

TIMES & FEES 

Time 9-3pm. Cost $450 per regular session 
Extended Session 8-6pm. (Extra $300 per session) 

For further information please contact: 
Simcha Weinstein (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 


12 AWP 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


July 7, 2003 


(TVooklyn 

papers 

(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 



The Deadline for Thursday's paper is Tuesday, 5pm 


Brooklyn Papers published during the week in which an 

Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 

Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 
issued. 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classified ads are 
"rate holders" — no skipped issues permitted. 

Special "package price" and other discounted multi- 
ple insertion rates require prepayment for the total 
number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and 
may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on 


In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 



Brooklyn's award-winning weekly news- 
papers are considerng candidates for 
full-time Staff Reporter and full-time 
Copy Editor plus these freelance posi- 
tions: 



Local Correspondent 
• Music Writer 
• Nightlife Writer 
• Food Critic 


Brooklyn Papers 
26 Court St., 5th Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11242 



Work near home! 

THE MOST REWARDING LOCAL JOB - 

Sell advertising space to our local retailers and restaurants! 

Brooklyn's best-read newspapers seeking outside sales reps to work in 
the best neighborhoods. Telemarketing or solicitation sales exp. helpful, 
but not necessary. Full time, lots of walking involved. NO CAR 
REQUIRED. Our reps make $40-$50,000 by the end of their first year. 
Call and tell us about why this job is right for you: 

(71 8) 834-9350, ext. 204 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Social Services 

Intensive Case 
Manager 

PSCH is a diversified healthcare 
community for over 21 years. 

securing benefits from govern- 
mental agencies, providing case 
management and participating in 

of clients. Master's/Bachelor's 
degree in Social Services and 2-4 


please send resume to: PSCH Inc., 
Human Resources, 22-44 119 
Street, College Point, NY 11356, 
Fax (718) 358-6790 or email 
jobs@psch.org. For additional 

current job openings, please visit 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

PSCH 


Retail Apparel Sales 

ion ladies discount desigrer^pparel 
store located in Park Slope. We are 

sons with good fashion direction, a 



Employee Discounts, Paid Sick and 

nights, no Sundays! Please fax your 
resume to 631-424-0294 or email to 
jobs@aarons.com. Qualified candi- 

627 5 th Avenue at 17 th Street 
Park Slope Brooklyn NY 11215 


Secretary 

Full time position for small law 
firm in Bklyn Hts. Non-smoker, 
Spanish a plus. Computer skills 
necessary. Fax resumes with 
salary requirements to (718) 875- 
8951. 


Hair Dresser 

For classy, unisex Bay Ridge 
Salon. Chair available. Call 

Fay (718) 833-5223. Tues- 
Sat: 10am-6pm. 


Local Sales 
Representative 

Heights Cobble Hill arid Park Sloped 
a MUST. Flexible hours, 20% commis- 
sion. This small business provides 
affordable services for local business- 

and/or resume to: Sales Rep, do PMB 
#209, 335 Court St, Bklyn, NY 11231. 


Help Wanted PIT 


P/T person wanted for 
busy office in Brooklyn for 
filing work. Flexible hours. 
Fax resume to (718) 832- 
0335. R26 





Job Training 


FREE 

JOB TRAINING 

For Survivors of 
Domestic Violence 
GOOD PAYING JOBS in 
Building Maintenance 
& Construction 
Call Project Superwomen 

(212) 591-0313 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Autos / For Sale 


1998 Grand Voyager, green, power 
(718) 377-0678. q PP W29 


BED & BREAKFAST 



Foy House 


Bed and Breakfast 
in the heart of Park Slope 


(718) 636-1492 

By appointment only 


BODY CARE 

treatments 
focr t'OcU^cinq 

• Stress Relief • 

Park Slope Area 

(718) 399-6075 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


DAYCARE c 

Cobble Flill Location 

Ages 2 mo. & up • 8am-6pm 
3 meals & snacks • Near subways 

(718) 596-9002 


BAMBI CHILDCARE 

Family Group Day Care 

• Carroll Gardens location 

• 2 months - 6 yrs. old 

• PT - FT available 

• Meals provided 

• Dance Classes 

(718) 802-1016 



Brookwood Family 
Childcare/Head Start 



n-folony&v 

Cjvciip CZhilTtcave. 

Organic meals included. Backyard, 
music classes. Licensed. Carroll 
Gardens, Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Heights and Boreum Hill. Call Ilene. 

(718)488-8562 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


START TO FINISH 

Attention to Detail 

Experienced, Reliable & Quality Work 


CERRI (718) 694-8493 

Estimates / References R29 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Face Painting 


MA#C!#G 

FACIES 

wifei lYoia 

Face Painting For All Occasions 
917-499-8541 R38 


Parti 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

71 8-434-9697 
917-318-9092 R37 


Children’s Party 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Storytelling, singing, dancing, game 
playing, face painting, balloon ani- 

™ Tots of funh 

(917) 328-6310 


INSTRUCTION 


Dance 


< J-#clcl ‘‘"Cange lessens 

Good Shepherd Church, 7420 
4th Ave. Suggested donation 
$3. Every Saturday in July & 
August, 1 1 :30am-1 2:30pm. 
Teacher/Dancer: Karina 

Romero, Sixto Ulloa. R 27 


FREhCH TUTORIMG 


Martial Arts 


TAI CHI 


For health, self defense, 
relaxation, and self 



Jeremy Bacon (718) 237-9226 
Over 20 years experience 


Music 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 



charlessibirsky.com 
Bands available 

718-768-3804 R31 


II ifliir pirn's, 



Affordable. Supportive 

for Beginners 

One on One instruction. Four, 1 
hour classes includes: simple 
voice & guitar demo, $150. Call 
(917) 612-8578. R3 , 


Tutoring 



All Subjects • All Levels 
Math • Science • English 
Regents • SAT • GED 

(718) 288-5470 , 


TUTORING 



SAT/PSAT Tutor 



Steven (718) 707-1033 


SAT Test Prep 

Princeton grad. 10 yrs exp teach- 
ing for top SAT programs. Learr 

(718) 783-1326 M 


Give Your Child a Summer 
Boost in Reading and Writing 

Yale-trained former English 
workshops where kids have fun 

(718) 596-8434 R30 


Test Prep/Tutor 

GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS 
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring 
All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references 
Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn. 

Eric (718) 398-7509 R37 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 

master's degree. Children & adults. 

Bob Blumenthal 

718-499-4787 

Reasonable Rates R37 


Merchandise for Sale 


CIGARETTES S.E.N.T. DIRECT. Prices 
MARLBORO SPECIAL $25.0C) P while sup- 
$23. While supplies last. 1-800-288-^416 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

# Regardless of condition 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


Propane Tanks 


BBQ TANKS 



DELIVERED FOR 

ONLY $27.00 

788-4331 

763-3689 ANSWER 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 

• Architecture / Real Estate 

• Portraits / Head Shots 

• Special Events 

• Insurance photography 

(917) 669-0814 

dmatlack@flash.net R34 


Available online! 

! ■ rooklyn 
^ - apers com 





Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. ^ 


A 


Bankruptcy 
'protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief. 
If you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

COURT-ST 

(718) 268-7878 

Richard A. Klass. Esq^ 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Call Now For Free Consultation 

Injured? Ask Miller! 

Thomas K. Miller, Esq. 

Personal injury attorney 

212-941-0792 


www.thomASKMILLER.com 

Millions recovered/Check web site for proven results 
377 Broadway, New York, NY 10013 


Accountants & 
Tax Services 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 ^ 


Adminstrative Svcs 



Heights 

Words 


LEARN Computers • Word Processing 
Internet • Call for other services 

RESUMES • JOB COUNSELING • LETTERS 
SPREADSHEETS • MANUSCRIPTS 


If you don’t see it above, call us and ask. 

718-403-0244 

email: pentap02@nyc.rr.com 


Attorneys 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 

• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 

• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 

Evenings and home 
visits available 


Attorneys 


BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
STOP FORECLOSURE 
RICHARD S. FEINSILVER, ESQ. 
FREE CONSULTATION 
BROOKLYN: 111 Livingston Street 

800-479-6330 r35 

ALENA 

WEISERBS 

Attorney-at-Law 


Real Estate & 
Personal Injury Law 

32 Court Street - Suite 507 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 422-1453 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 


Imprinted Gifts 8c Novelties 



Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 R48 


Computers 


PC TECH 

• Hardware & Software 
troubleshooting 

• Hardware & Software upgrades 

• Replace drives 

• Serial ports • Parallel ports 
•USB grades • Data cables 

• Power supplies and 
other PC peripherals 

(646) 210-3104 
(914)447-0052 R3 , 


For Quality 5ervice - Call A Professional 

-k CTL Consulting 

646.261.7540 


COMPUTER SERVICES 

For home or office. 
Repair, set-up, trouble 
shooting. All services 
24/7. Call Liberty Web 
Services. (718) 951-2671. 


computer 

catch 

cold? - 
Call the 


TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 

Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call l 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 



718-998-3548 


email: info@drdata.com 

world wide web: 
http://www.drdata.com 


Mediation 


MEDIATION WORKS INC. 

• separations/divorces 

• co-habitation agreements 

• parent-child conflicts 

• business/employment disputes 

16 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

CALL for a FREE consultation 

718.624.5549 R26 


Resumes 


Professional 
Career Counselor 

Available for 

Resume Writing and More. 
Online posting also available 
Reasonable Rates 

(347) 742-5555 R16 


Typing 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 
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APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 


Bay Ridge 

80th Street between 3rd & 4th Avenues. 
2 Famiily House - 1st floor rental. Newly 
renovated 5-1/2 rms, 2BR, new kitchen 


Bay Ridge 

3 bedroom apt., bright & 
sunny. Near train, on 63rd 
St. Asking $1420 monthly. 
Call ( 212 ) 346 - 0785 . 


Bay Ridge 

Large 1 BR Apt for rent, $1250. Excellent 
location: high 90's off Shore Rd. DR, 
LR, modem bath & kit, hdwd firs, huge 
closets, DW, A/C, new refrig. Sunny, 


Bay Ridge 

2nd fl, freshly painted, parquet firs, very well 
maintained. 2BR, LR, DR, 2 porches, bkyd, 
garage & driveway. N & R lines. No pets. 
Credit check. Heat/gas incl. $1650. Call 
owner: (718) 833-0702 or (212) 449-2271. 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bensonhurst 


Bensonhurst 

3 room apt. 1BR, kitchen, LR, bath. 
Near Bay Parkway station. W10 bet. 
O & P. By owner, 6 family house. 
$882/mo. (71 8) 256-6252. 


Bklyn Heights 

Prime location - Joralemon St. Bright, 
newly renovated large 1 BR, hdwd 
firs, hi ceil, decorative fireplace. 2 
blks to Boro Hall train sta. NO FEE. 
Asking $21 00/mo. (212) 502-7994. 


Carroll Gardens 

Spacious 2BR apartment. Close i 


Carroll Gardens West 



Cobble Hill 

Sunny, 2 bedroom corner apartment 
in a charming contemporary building. 
One ceramic tile bathroom. Great 
neighborhood, near trendy Smith 
Street restaurants and excellent shop- 
ping. Cats OK. NO FEE. 
$1, 900/month. Garage on premis- 
es. (201) 927-3223. W28 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Downtown Bklyn 

University Tower. 175 WilloubySt. 
2 large bedrooms. Near all. $1 800 
monthly, 1 month security. (718) 
288-1618; (646) 220-9609; (718) 
209-7606. R27 


Dyker Heights 

4 rms, 2BR in 3 fam house, 2nd 
fl rear. Brand New! No pets. Heat 
and hot water included. Asking 

$1200.(718)833-8144. 


Park Slope South 

6 rooms railroad, hardwood floors, approx 
800 sq. ft., two flights up in a family owned 


For Rent / Brooklyn Wanted / Brooklyn 


Stuyvesant Hts | Ridge. Smokers & pets OK Call Jean. (718) 

Ren. 1 BR + office located n 3 fam brn- 
stn, on tree-lined blk. Orig parquet firs, 

-9 skylight 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


Sunset Park 

1 BR with walk-in closet. 2fl, 4 
fam. Wood floors. Credit check. 
Ref. $850. No smoking. After 
6pm. (718) 436-1431. 


Office Space Available 


Grand Army Plaza 


suite for re 


1. 1100 sf 


Park Slope/5th Avenue 


768-5400 Ext 13 


Park Slope/5th Avenue 


ve Pets! Call (718) 768-5400 Ext 13. 


Stuyvesant Hts 


367 M 


>n St. Rene 


ed, Spa* 


2BR/2BTH. Brownstone Duplex, 
Includes Work/Study Den, Hardwood 
Floors, Hi Ceiling, New Granite Kitchen, 

train. No Smoking. Dogs OK. Open 
Owner (91 7) 345-9837. w28 


Sunset Park 

4 rooms, near all transporation, 
M, N, R, W subway lines. Asking 
$1 ,000 monthly, incudes heat & 
hot water. Call owner: (516) 541- 
2997. 


ed on high traffic plaza street corner, 
1 blk from Flatbush Ave. On bus route 
& 1 blkfrom #2,3 train, 3 blks from Q. 
Doorman bldg, wheelchair access. 

(212) 213-0123x31 management. 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Windsor Terrace Bayridge/Sunset Pk 

3BR, LR, DR, 1.5 bath, working fp, 
hdwd firs., terrace. Lots of details. " 
blks to F line and Prospect Park. N 
pets. Credit check. $1750. Call I 
owner (718) 833-0702 or (212) 

449-2271 


li fir., 2BR/2bath, balcony, $4 

n (212) 965-6043. To v 


Wingate 

bus. Near Downstate Univ. Hosp. Owner 
occupies 1 st fl. Rent $1 500/mo. + sec. Call 
(718) 756-2779. W26 


Bklyn Hts/Concord V. 

Have it all! Sun-drenched, high floor 
I 2BR/2BA coop apartment with win- 


ailable, laundry room, roof 
,000; Maint $879. By Owner 

s). (718) 223-9942. W27 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 
www.Sublet.com 
Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT R48 


Ditmas Park 

Cortelyou Rd Coop. Lovely Modern 1 BR. 
. Hardwood floors, freshly scraped 
in bedroom & lots of closets 
ping & to NYC. $6; 

(718) 437-0258. 




List your apartment, 
co-op, condo or house 


FREE 


in Brooklyn’s 
largest-circulation 
weekly newspapers 


'Vt 


Brooklyn 

Classifieds 


718-834-9350 ext 250 


24/7 TO PLACE YOUR AD • NO COST OR OBLIGATION 
Limited time offer. Private parties only. 


Park Slope/Prospect Hts 


foyer, 5 closets, hi ceils, hdwd firs, sunshine, 


>sp. Pk, library, dining/shops, 
ns. $278k maint./ $598 (40% tax 
Owner: (718) 398-2386. No 


Pk Slope/Windsor Terr. 

Directly on the park, renovated 2BR 
co-op. New kitchen 8c appliances, 
gleaming wood floors. Pets OK. Low 
maint - $353. Asking $267k, nego- 
tiable. By owner, no brokers. (845) 
351-2185 or (845) 598-6410. 


Sunset Park Condo 

Brand new. 2 bdrms with 2 full 


BROKERS 


Not Just Another 
Pretty Face! 

ARLENE GREENDLINGER 
Real Estate LLC 


3 


Tel (718) 857-5360 
Fax (718) 623-3323 
www.arlenegreendlinger.com 


HOUSES 


WOMEN ARE JUDGE'S VICTIMS ... 


baths and 2 bdrms with duplex, 
many amenities. Call Sunny 
Court, Inc. (718) 851-3694. ^ 

Windsor Terrace 


Continued from page 1 
Brooklyn man who allegedly tried to 
pay $10,000 to have Judge Garson fix 
his bitter divorce. 

Following Garson’s indictment, hun- 
dreds of people have been calling in to 
a special court hotline — (866) 302- 
7001. 

Sixty-eight cases handled by Garson 
are now being investigated and many 
of those complainants claim they did 
not get a fair day in court. 

“They traded boxes of cigars for 
children,” said Monica Getz, director of 
the Coalition for Family Justice, a legal 
advocacy group headquarted in Irving- 
ton, N.Y. 

Getz says she is concerned that the 
people wronged by Garson get justice. 

“You have to have enough money to 
go in there and remove these orders,” 
said Getz, adding that many women 
will not be able to fight the decisions 
made by Garson because they cannot 
afford the additional attorney or law 
guardian fees. 

Law guardians are appointed by the 
courts to make recommendations on 
behalf of children in custody cases. 
Siminovsky often served as a law 
guardian. 

One of those women, Sigal Levi, re- 
turned to court on Monday morning not 
knowing if she would be representing 
herself at a custody hearing. 

When she arrived at the third-floor 
courtroom she was relieved to learn her 
attorney, Michael Joseph, had agreed to 
continue representing her, at least for 


the time being. 

Levi and her ex-husband, Avraham, 
who was indicted on charges that he 
bribed Garson, returned to court this 
week to hash out custody of their five 
children. 

Strapped for cash, Sigal Levi said 
she was left broke after the divorce. 

“I got nothing. They took away my 
rights as a mother, citizen and human 
being,” said the mother of five, who is 
still fighting to get custody of her two 
oldest sons who, she says, have been 
turned against her by her husband. 

“So much of the damage is irre- 
versible when you have children who 
have been alienated from the parents.” 
said Getz, who accompanied Sigal Levi 
to court on Monday. 

The divorce is now going before 
Judge Michael Ambrosio, who stepped 
in to hear some of Garson’s cases. Be- 
cause he oversees both civil and crimi- 
nal cases his chambers are located in 
criminal court, which has left some ad- 
vocates outraged. 

“That’s not an appropriate place to 
have people come for a divorce,” said 
Nancy Erickson, an attorney for Legal 
Services, a non-profit organization that 
represents low-income clients. 

“This is a civil case and should not 
be done in the context of a setting 
where you’re surrounded by people in 
handcuffs. This involves children and 
sensitive issues,” she added. 

Levi and Hanimov met in the Brook- 
lyn courts last year while they were 
both going through their divorce pro- 


ceedings. It was after hearing Levi’s 
story and putting it together with her 
own, that Hanimov decided to ap- 
proach DA Hynes. 

In August 2002, Hanimov went to 
the DA’s office and told them some- 
thing was not right. She said she was 
losing custody of her children and had 
no money and she believed Garson was 
taking bribes. 

She agreed to wear a wire. 

While those tapes have not been 
made public, the New York Post report- 
ed on June 13 that Siminovsky was 
caught on tape after receiving a visit 
from Hanimov, who offered him 
$1,000 in exchange for double-crossing 
his client, her husband. 

“You know what I could have told 
her? ‘You want your kids? Get on all 
fours and [expletive].’ You know what 
she would have done? She would have 
done it,” Siminovsky told Elmann on 
the tape, the Post reported. 

Hanimov’s husband owns a jewelry 
store on 47th Street in Manhattan, a 
business she says is worth millions. 
But Hanimov receives no alimony and 
only enough child support to cover the 
cost of their private school. 

Hanimov’s husband remarried a 
year-and-a-half ago and decided to 
fight for custody of the children. He 
went before Garson accusing his ex- 
wife of abusing the kids. 

“They say I was hitting my chil- 
dren,” said Hanimov, who remarried 
two years ago. 

“They let my daughter into the 


chamber room . . . and asked my daugh- 
ter, who is 12-years-old, who she want- 
ed to stay with. And she doesn’t get 
along with her father ... she said, ‘I 
want to live with mommy.’ 

‘“Your mother is criminal person,’ 
they told her, they look at you like 
you’re criminal. I really freaked out. I 
said, ‘What is going on here?”’ 

While Hanimov visited with the 
judge and spoke with lawyers, accumu- 
lating hours of tape, staffers at Hynes’ 
office reciprocated by occasionally 
babysitting. 

When the DA’s office gave her a 
wad of marked bills to hand over to 
Garson, Hanimov said things started 
looking up. 

“I started getting my children back, I 
was winning,” she said. 

Hanimov’s wire may have led the 
DA’s office to uncover a ring of corrup- 
tion, but she says little was done to help 
defray the cost of her legal fees. 

Advocates said this week that the 
Garson case may be just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

Nannette Sachs, director of Amicus 
for Domestic Justice, a Brooklyn 
Heights-based group that advocates for 
people in family law cases, said the 
Garson case was not unique, he had 
just been the one discovered. 

“The most important lesson,” said 
Sachs, “is that we need a higher quality 
of judge and we need judges to arrive 
at the bench by another method other 
than out of the clubhouse.” 


JUDGE-PICK CHALLENGERS ... 



Continued from page 1 
said that candidates would be screened 
by their own panel comprised of aca- 
demics, private lawyers, legal aid attor- 
neys and a retired Brooklyn Supreme 
Court justice — former Bensonhurst 
Assemblyman Frank Barbara. 

“The system has to be changed,” 
Barbara said. 

Barbara stepped down from the 
bench this year and while he defended 
“the overwhelming majority” of 
Brooklyn’s jurists, he said it was time 
to free the bench of politics. 

The third-party screening panel is 
currently comprised of 10 members, al- 
though Cantor said the party is hoping 
to expand it to about 20 in the coming 
months. 

Since the arrest of Brooklyn Su- 
preme Court Judge Gerald Garson on 
charges of accepting gifts to fix divorce 
cases, the process of selecting Brook- 
lyn’s jurists has been under intense 
scrutiny and an investigation headed by 
District Attorney Charles Hynes. 

Shortly after Garson’s arrest, Hynes 
announced a grand jury investigation 
into the process. 

In the past six weeks, reformers 
within the Kings County Democratic 
Committee have amplified their calls 
for an overhaul of the screening pro- 
cess, calling for a panel independent of 
the county party. The existing commit- 
tee is packed with lawyers closely affil- 


iated to the party’s leader, Assembly- 
man Clarence Norman Jr. 

Attorney Ravi Batra, who employs 
Norman as a consultant to his law firm, 
was an influential member of the 
screening committee until recently. Ba- 
tra, who has been at the center of scan- 
dals between the county party and the 
courts for the past five years, quit the 
panel last month under the glare of 
Hynes’ investigation. 

While the county Democratic party 
holds an iron grip on the Supreme 
Court, in which it designates candidates 


without a primary, it has begun to lose 
control over the Civil Court. In the last 
two years four outsiders have defeated 
county’s choices for Civil Court, which 
Cantor acknowledged as inspiring. 

The Working Families Party, howev- 
er, has long had ties to Brooklyn De- 
mocratic stalwarts. 

Even last year, while allegations of 
fiscal impropriety and judicial corrup- 
tion plagued Norman and the county 
Democrats, the Working Families Party 
put Norman on its line over Sandra 
Roper, in addition to endorsing other 


entrenched Democrats. 

Asked Tuesday about their change 
of heart, Cantor said, “Things have cer- 
tainly heated up by any standard and 
the party has matured to take on more 
difficult projects.” 

More than 20,000 votes were cast 
for Carl McCall for governor last year 
on the Working Families Party line in 
Brooklyn. The party delivered 977 
votes to re-elect Norman. 

Cantor said the panel will interview 
incumbents as well as new applicants 
for the bench and that it expects to run 
candidates this year. He has not ruled 
out cross-endorsing judicial candidates 
with the Democratic Party. 

Additional screening panel members 
include Stacy Caplow, director of Brook- 
lyn law School’s Clinical Education Pro- 
gram; Nitza Milagros Escalera, assistant 
dean of Student Affairs at Fordham Uni- 
versity; Charlotte Hitchcock, a senior 
staff attorney with the Legal Aid Society; 
Hal Lieberman, a partner at the New 
York law office of Edwards & Angell; 
Leonard Polletta, assistant general coun- 
sel for DC37; Lauren Raysor, a private 
trial attorney and member of the Metro- 
politan Black Bar Association; James 
Rogers, president of the Association of 
Legal Aid Attorneys; Ghita Schwartz, 
president of the Legal Services Staff As- 
sociation; and Yvette Soto-Maldonado, a 
staff attorney with the Puerto Rican Legal 
Defense and Education Fund. 


eleven windows, 3 exposures, downtown 

quiet, beautiful block. Laundry in basement. 
One block from F train and Prospect Park. 
Call Michele (718) 871-2321. W27 



Red Hook 

Private 1 family house for sale 
with 1 rental apt. By owner. 
Asking $440K. (718) 802-0160 
after 7pm (718) 415-4963. ^ 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Great Kills, SI 

Move in condition, custom brick 
ranch, 3BR, LR, DR, new kitchen, 
2 baths. Walk-out basement apt. 
for mom or office. Separate 
entrance. 50 x 1 1 6. Asking $495k. 
www.foxtons.com/visualtour/rl 506. 
Call (718) 984-1275. R28 


For Sale / New Jersey 


Monmouth County 
ELBERON 

OWNER TRANFERRING 

gant formal dining room. Professionally 
decorated. 4 fireplaces, separate living 

$1,287,500. Eves 732-778-6784. 

Realtor 732-796-4000. 

PRUDENTIAL 
New Jersey Properties 
www.prunewjersey.com 


HOME 

INSPECTORS 

A & M Home 
Inspectors, Inc. 

ASHI CERTIFIED 

Serving all 5 boroughs. Offices 
in Brooklyn & Staten Island. 
Licensed & Insured. 

(718) 259-0577 
(718) 980-0267 W27 


PARKING 


Parking Spaces Available 


Parking Spaces Available in rear of 

Columbia Street and Union Street. 
Secure location with key-operated 
roll down gate. $250 per month. If 
interested, please call (718) 721- 

8800. R29 


Now Online! 


fJVooklyn 
^ papers com 


For Sale / New Jersey 



Why rent? 

OWN A HOME WITH 
YOUR OWN STUDIO SPACE IN 

south Orange/Maplewood, nji 

* Affordable homes • Beautiful parts 

* Low interest ‘'Prism 1 ’ secondary mortgages 

* Local galleries * Live jazz 
28 tributes by train to NYC Penn Station 

Visk us at www.twotowoi.org or call 
l'AOO'CLOSE BY for free information tit or tour 


t 


INSURANCE 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


m 


Air Conditioning 


ft 


CONDITIONING 


(646) 302-9274 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 

Department of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

To buy or not buy 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 

FAX (718) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com UFN 


dg designs™ 


custom closet, wardrobe, furniture, 
office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 


Timeless 

CONSTRUCTION & 
RESTORATION CORP. 

specialist continuing two genera- 
tions of fine craftsmanship 

Specialties include: 

Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork 


(718) 979-0913 


2001 Construction 
Odyssey Inc. 

Remodeling: house, apartment, 
basement, office & stores. 

New Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Marble • Ceramic Tile 


Marcello 
Cell (646) 220-3221 
Office (718) 234-3927 

LICENSED 8; INSURED ^23 

rr* 

eenSTRUCTIDn 

Three generations • 23 years 


■=== Architectural Design 


--2--= 


~ Fully Insured 

"level one 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 


. Commercial 
LtT-~-. v Residential 
AL2I Custom Renovation 
Specialist 

1 Licensed & Bonded 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 


TRY US FIRST!!! 

Doshen Construction Corp. 


at Work 


:hen • Bath • Paint • Carpentry 

Fully equipped 
with all trades 


718-965-1857 or 718-692-7163 


KNOCKOdT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


-#MAJ] 

□n HOME IM1 


ESTIC 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


SPECIALIZED IN 


FREE Estimates 

Financing Available / Licensed & Insui 

(718) 332-4340 
(718) 322-9003 


Remodeling: house, apartment, 

New Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Marble • Ceramic Tile 
Carpentry • Painting 
Marcello 
Cell (646) 220-3221 
Office (718) 234-3927 

Licensed 8; Insured 


Chris Mullins ^8 
^ Contracting ^ 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 

Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 


718-686-1100 


Custom Woodworking 


WOODWORKS 




(718) 238-4626 


DECKS 

b- Bart y; 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 


RESIDENTIAL • C0MERC1AL 

"Safest Methods Used” 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

7,8 832-0900 jar. 

A Service Company You Can Depend On J ■ ■ 
Licensed & Insured 

$10 OFF Any Service With This Ad 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL 

WIRING 

Re 0 pair°PC 9 - SheetTocT 

NICK: MBM ELECTRICAL CO. 

718-43a-10a2 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


A. Norway 
Electric I 


24/7 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 




BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


Floor Maintenance 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 648-4672 

Alt. #(718) 645-01 12 R33 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 


A & J Carpet Co. 


y Clea 


ing & 




Carpet Clea 

Floods • Wood 
ted & Refinished 

831-1189 

s • Eves & Weekends 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


718-720-2555 


WOOD FLOOR 

SPECIALISTS 

Insured/Bonded 


SUNFLOORING 


(718) 398-8180 
(917)466-2718 


STAINED GLASS • MOSAIC 
Spring Workshops beginner dasses 

Glass Shop Works, Inc. 

10% OFF on supplies, custom 
mosaic art, homes & business 

www.glassshopworks.com 

glassshopworks@aol.com 

(718) 759-1084 
(866) GLRSS-33 

Easy Payments 

mmmm 


Handyman 


CALL NED 


718-871-1504 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 


Paint ’n Plaster 

$99 / Med Rnn (IV x VH plus free 

types of paint. Damaged wall and 
ceilings my specialty. 22 yrs. exp. 


handyman, sheetrock, tiles, ceiling 
fans, roofing etc. Moore paints 
preferred. Best value. (718) 857- 


Interior Design 


Professional Faux Finishing 
& Decorative Painting 

earthbones 


516-864-6270 


Landscaping/Gardening 


STONE & GARDEN 


“Best variety of stone ” 

(718)622-1608 F 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



^ 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


H:«Ei 

Lie # 650428 
We cover ail 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


y&WNiry 

v MOVING 

Experts on al^ kinds movin. 

(718) 627-9896 


CROSS 

AMERICA 

Moving & Storage 

Residential Movers 
LOW, LOW RATES 
East & West Coasts 
Fully Licensed & Insured 
Free Packing Service 
Guaranteed Pick Up Days 

1 (866) CROSS 55 
(718) 433-0633 

www.cross-america.com 
Free Box Delivery 

a USDOT# 1059024 / ICC# 436268 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 


TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 ■ 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


Movers (Licensed) 


At. 


luntaln imven 


71 8-544-1973 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 1 0 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Moving Supplies 


PACK MAN 


ax your order (718)624-2199 

362 Atlantic Ave 
(718) 802-1948 R32 


Clear Up Your Clutter, Simplify Your Life 

Homes • Kitchens • Closets • Children's Rooms 
Files • Offices • Ait & Music Studios 

Professional Organizer 

212-591-2204 

ann@theorganizedlife.net 

Making life more livable, every day 


1-2-3 

Man with Van/Truck 



SUNSHINE :* 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 


r 


CEiSs>ii*I| 

Interiors 

Painting ■ Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


'Plaster Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 

Demetrious 

25 years in Park Slope 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


71 8-1 -39-7 309 


Stratford 

Painting 


1-888-499-1662 


(p 

-La 


Professional 

ainting 

Restore old surfaces. 


Call 718-720-0565 



Call (718) 332-7041 


PRIDE & QUALITY 

PAINTING 

• Benjamin Moore Paints 

• Re-surface/Taping • Skim-coat 

• Water damage & mildew repair 

(718) 323-1403 8 

John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


A. Walsh 718-875-3033^ 

Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

Custom Design 8c Restoratior 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
** IT! Plumbing S B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

Oliveri Plumbing, Inc. 

Affordable prices on all 
your plumbing needs. 

24 HRS / 7 DAYS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Licensed 8i Insured 

(718) 531-9200 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 


rden & Landscaping Work 

Ryan & Paul 
718-857-3661 R . 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


Rubbish Removal 


AAA Plus Service 


FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES 

OFFICE: (718) 251-3447 
CELL: 1 (646) 523-5535 
www.aaaplusservices.com 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


m 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call.- 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal 


fi] Trash Removal 

We Do Clean Outs 

Houses, yards, basements, stores, old 
furniture & appliances removed. 2 

718-946-9027 

Job Left Broom Clean R37 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Houses & Stores 
All appliances removed 
ALL Contractors Welcome! 

Commercial Stores Welcome! 

Daily Pick-Ups 
Mini Containers Available 




Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

718-369-7252 
Beeper 917-808-1560 
Lie: TWC-L-341 3 
Fully Insured 

6th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

FREE ESTIMATES • 10% OFF WITH THIS AD 

(718) 659-1844 




Enray Consulting, Inc. 

Digital Security/ 
Surveillance Systems 


Business / Residential 
1 (866) 367-2972 
1 (631) 699-6000 


Telephone Services 


SAVE UP TO 
$100 OFF 


Toll Free 1 (866) 746-6304 

PHONE DOCTORS NYC 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

20 Years Experience 

We Specialize in Tree Pruning for City 
Trees, Backyards, Gardens. Tree Cabling 


LIVING ROOM 
FURNITURE 
REUPHOLSTERED 


718-263-8383 

Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 


Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured 
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


l ine Woodworks, Lnc. 

Quality Custom Woodworking 
Specializing in 


(718) 422-0205 

finewoodworksinc@aol.com R3: 


Wood Stripping 


^cfcf/7/ 

Recapture the original beauty of your 
fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refmish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with non- 
toxic, environmentally safe, removers 
and finishes. Careful considerate 
workmanship since 1959. Call the 
Ark cflope Stripping %am 
@ 718 783-4112. 
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Call Now For Special 
Introductory Offer! 

( 718 ) 834-9161 

ask for classifieds 
























































